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By way of introduction ~ April 16, 2013 

 ° Collegiality & 
subsidiarity in the 
governing of the 
barque of Peter and in 
proclaiming the God of 
Jesus as Good News 

 

 ° Opening up and 
encouraging a space 
for discernment of the 
signs of the times => 
aggiornamento of 21st 
century!? 
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By way of introduction ~ 19 March, 2014 

 The 2014 Synod on the Family  
  What are the Expectations? 

 
° Title: “Pastoral Challenges of the Family in the 

Context of Evangelization” 

° The “questionnaire” – and the global response! 

° A plea for retrieving the full personalist approach of 
Gaudium et spes: the fundamental norm of morality 
is the human person adequately considered  
reductionism of „natural law‟ 

°  ~ „Cracks… that‟s how the light comes in‟  
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By way of introduction ~ March 10, 2015 

Between Two Synods on the Family 
What are the Expectations? 

 
° Tension between the first and the final 2014 reports 

° Title of the 2015 Synod: “The Vocation and Mission of 
the Family in the Church and Contemporary World” 

° Again a questionnaire but limited response; strong 
„progressive‟ statements by bishops Bonny and 
Palmer-Buckle 

° „Cracks… that is how the light comes in!‟ 
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The 2015 Synod: October 4 - 25 

° Factual complexity calls for clear teaching – and the 
pastoral application should not water this down… 

 
° Alarmist letter of the semper idem group: the 

Church is in danger of a schism! 
 
° German speaking bishops: teaching was always 

and remains in evolution ~ insight that God‟s justice 
is God‟s mercy 

 
° Relatio finalis 2015: a „typical‟ compromise text  
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Amoris Laetitia – April 8, 2016 
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Amoris Laetitia – April 8, 2016 

° 4. “…I thought it appropriate to prepare a post-
synodal Apostolic Exhortation to gather the 
contributions of the two recent Synods on the 
family, while adding other considerations as an aid 
to reflection, dialogue and pastoral practice, and as 
a help and encouragement to families in their daily 
commitments and challenges”. 

° Adressed to “Bishops, priests and deacons, 
consecrated persons, Christian married couples [!], 
and all lay faithful, on Love in the Family” 

° 52.500 words, 325 §, 391 footnotes, 9 chapters 

° Sources… 
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Amoris Laetitia – April 8, 2016 

1. In the light of the Word 

2.The experiences and challenges of families 

3.Looking to Jesus: the vocation of the family 

4.Love in marriage 

5.Love made fruitful 

6.Some pastoral perspectives 

7.Towards a better education of children 

8.Accompanying, discerning and integrating 

weakness 

9.The spirituality of marriage and the family 
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Amoris Laetitia: „unpacked‟  - 1 

° First, middle and last: the primacy of God‟s merciful 
love: Chapter 4 ~ 1 Cor. 2-7 

 - “Love is… patient, at the service of others, 
generous, forgiving, rejoices with others, bears all 
things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures 
all things” 

 - “Love is not… jealous, boastful, rude, irritable or 
resentful” 

 
° Growing in conjugal love, passionate love, 

transformation of love 

10 



Amoris Laetitia: „unpacked‟ - 2 

° The „triptych‟ operational in AL (~ Nick Austin, sj) 

 

 - 1° The practice of Discernment 

   - beyond conformity to general law 

   - not threatened by complexity 

   - open up space for particular cases 

  
- 2° The principle of Graduality 

- morality as a step-by-step process 
- trust in the Spirit attracting people 
(Bonum, verum, pulchrum conventuntur – the good, the true, the beautiful spill over into each 

other) 

11 



Amoris Laetitia: „unpacked‟ - 3 

 

 - 3° The virtue of Mercy 

   - “the willingness to enter into the chaos of   
 another, to answer them in their need” (J. Keenan, sj) 

   - „conditions‟ on mercy? => watering down the  
 Gospel 

   - “Jesus himself is the shepherd of the hundred,  
 not just of the ninety-nine” (AL, 309) 
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The „contested‟ issues - 1 

° The „irregural relationships‟ & „divorced and 
remarried‟: 300. “If we consider the immense 
variety of concrete situations such as those I have 
mentioned, it is understandable that neither the 
Synod nor this Exhortation could be expected to 
provide a new set of general rules, canonical in 
nature and applicable to all cases”.  

 
 - Personal and practical: the forum internum of 

discernment, graduality and mercy ~ relationship 
between pastor/s and couples 
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The „contested‟ issues - 2 

° Responsible parenthood 
  - Copy/Paste of „the‟ existing teaching; mix of 

quotations and paraphrase (~ CCC) 
 - hardly any discernment, attention for graduality, 

lots of mercy 
 
° „Non-heterosexual‟ persons [LGBT] 
 - Requirement of respect; pastoral attention for 

children; „same sex relations‟ not even analogous 
to marriage 

 - hardly any discernment, no graduality, lots of 
mercy 
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Closer look at some issues - 1 

° Subsidiarity ~ role of local bishops‟ 
conferences 

 - 3: “… Each country or region, moreover, can seek 
solutions better suited to its culture and sensitive to 
its traditions and local needs. For „cultures are in 
fact quite diverse and every general principle… 
needs to be inculturated, if it is to be respected and 
applied‟”. 

 - Also very clear stress on local pastor, priest, 
accompanying lay persons… 
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Closer look at some issues - 2 

° Conscience? 
 - 37:” We also find it hard to make room for the 

consciences of the faithful, who very often respond 
as best they can to the Gospel amid their 
limitations, and are capable of carrying out their 
own discernment in complex situations. We have 
been called to form consciences, not to replace 
them”. 

 - Strong „voice‟ of Vatican II: human dignity as 
expressed in responsible freedom (GS & DH) 

 - Respect for forum internum 
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Closer look at some issues - 3 

° Natural Law? 
 - 305: “… the International Theological Commission 

has noted that „natural law could not be presented 
as an already established set of rules that impose 
themselves a priori on the moral subject; rather, it is 
a source of objective inspiration for the deeply 
personal process of making decisions‟”. 

 
 - !sole reference to „natural law‟ in Amoris Laetitia; 

in line with the „personalist‟ approach ~ Vatican II 
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Closer look at some issues - 4 

° Feminism? 
 - 54: "… There are those who believe that many of 

today‟s problems have arisen because of feminine 
emancipation. This argument, however, is not valid, 
„it is false, untrue, a form of male chauvinism'. The 
equal dignity of men and women makes us rejoice 
to see old forms of discrimination disappear, and 
within families there is a growing reciprocity. If 
certain forms of feminism have arisen which we 
must consider inadequate, we must nonetheless 
see in the women‟s movement the working of the 
Spirit for a clearer recognition of the dignity and 
rights of women".  
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Closer look at some issues - 5 

° Gender? 
 - 56: “…another challenge is posed by the various 

forms of an ideology of gender that denies the 
difference and reciprocity in nature of a man and a 
woman and envisages a society without sexual 
differences, thereby eliminating the anthropological 
basis of the family. This ideology leads to 
educational programmes and legislative 
enactments that promote a personal identity and 
emotional intimacy radically separated from the 
biological difference between male and female”.  

   
 - ? „Straw woman…‟ 
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By way of conclusion - 1 

° How can „love‟ be central? (~ Erik Borgman)  

 - Fides informis: unformed faith 
   - general trust that life & love are worthwhile 
   - factual loving commitments ~ „sacramental‟ 
 
 - Fides formata: formed faith 
   - a life of love, also „against the grain‟ 
   - the fullness of the sacrament: Emmanuel 
 
 - On the road between fides informis and fides      

formata: discernment, graduality, mercy… 
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By way of conclusion - 2 
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Is the glass half full?? // half empty?? 


