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Nuclear Energy

In the first of our Environment Digests we consider South Africa’s planned nuclear
procurement programme. As the debate about nuclear energy rages on in various sectors of
society, the constant emergence of new information is fuelling the conversation. The lack of
transparency regarding the procurement process, as well as possible corruption, rank high on
the list of concerns. It is undeniable that South Africa is in the throes of an energy crisis that
could have further economic and all sorts of other adverse repercussions. Simultaneously, the
country faces a host of major development challenges, exacerbated by the legacy and structures
of apartheid. These include a dramatic gap between rich and poor; lack of infrastructure; high
levels of urbanisation and unemployment; extreme inequality and poverty; and huge backlogs
in service delivery to the majority of South Africans. Does nuclear energy offer a sensible and
affordable response to the energy crisis? Or will the envisaged programme exacerbate existing
problems?

As stated in the National Development Plan, all possible alternatives need to be explored,
because the implications of the proposed nuclear build are extensive and far reaching indeed.
South Africa’s governance track record needs to be looked at realistically; and an active
citizenry is vital to ensure that the population does not end up paying far more than necessary
to keep the lights on.

Palesa Ngwenya
Researcher
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http://www.i-sis.org.uk/Nuclear White Elelphant.php

http://www.fin24.com/Economy/Japanese-expert-cautions-SA-on-nuclear-waste-

20150923?utm source=news24-am-newsletter&utm medium=email&utm campaign=Newsletters.
http://beta.iol.co.za/capetimes/push-for-nuclear-deal-unwise-1922794
http://www.theecologist.org/News/news analysis/2985577 /when the partys over the financial spect

PO Box 2910 Cape Town 8000 South Africa ® 12 Bouquet Street Cape Town 8001
Tel: +27 (0)21 461 1417 @ Fax: +27 (0)21 461 6961 @® E-mail: info@cplo.org.za ® Website: www.cplo.org.za

‘Participating in Public Policy’


http://www.politicsweb.co.za/party/govt-says-sas-nuclear-build-programme-nonnegotiabl
http://www.polity.org.za/article/da-minister-of-energy-contradicts-eskom-ceo-and-ddg-on-cost-of-nuclear-deal-2015-09-08
http://www.polity.org.za/article/da-minister-of-energy-contradicts-eskom-ceo-and-ddg-on-cost-of-nuclear-deal-2015-09-08
http://www.enca.com/south-africa/sa-nuclear-build-programme-unanswered-questions
http://www.sowetanlive.co.za/news/2015/09/09/sa-politics-make-full-nuclear-programme-unlikely-nomura-report
http://www.sowetanlive.co.za/news/2015/09/09/sa-politics-make-full-nuclear-programme-unlikely-nomura-report
http://www.bdlive.co.za/business/energy/2015/09/02/updated-irp-may-raise-share-of-nuclear-power
http://www.iol.co.za/business/news/sa-wants-more-nuclear-power-1.1909652#.VfA0KxGqqko
http://www.theecologist.org/blogs_and_comments/commentators/2985261/nuclear_power_is_expensive_everywhere.html
http://www.theecologist.org/blogs_and_comments/commentators/2985261/nuclear_power_is_expensive_everywhere.html
http://www.bdlive.co.za/opinion/letters/2015/09/03/letter-morality-shut-out-of-energy-debate
http://www.i-sis.org.uk/Nuclear_White_Elelphant.php
http://www.fin24.com/Economy/Japanese-expert-cautions-SA-on-nuclear-waste-20150923?utm_source=news24-am-newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Newsletters
http://www.fin24.com/Economy/Japanese-expert-cautions-SA-on-nuclear-waste-20150923?utm_source=news24-am-newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Newsletters
http://beta.iol.co.za/capetimes/push-for-nuclear-deal-unwise-1922794
http://www.theecologist.org/News/news_analysis/2985577/when_the_partys_over_the_financial_spect

