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PRESENTATION OVERVIEW

• Understanding disaster risk

• The focus on building resilience to climate 

change

• Risk in ‘expected’ and ‘unexpected’ places

• Case study: collaboratively reducing risk in 

Cape Town

• Lessons learned



THE CONSTRUCTION OF RISK 

Japan

• Resilient buildings

• Enforcement of building 

codes

• Prepared population and 

emergency services
Turkey

• Vulnerable buildings

• Poor enforcement of 

codes

• Poorer preparedness 

and response



THE NATURE OF ‘DISASTERS’
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CLIMATE CHANGE WILL DRIVE 

AND EXACERBATE RISK 

• Rising temperatures, 

shifting rainfall patterns 

and sea-level rise 

• Increasing frequency and 

severity of extreme 

events

More extreme and variable 

weather; dryer in some 

areas, wetter in others 



FOCUS ON BUILDING RESILIENCE

• Resilience a growing policy 

agenda:

• Transposed from Global North

• Top-down, systems-oriented

• Technocratic

• ‘Bouncing back’; social justice 

and ‘home-brewed’ sources



RISK IN INFORMAL SETTLEMENTS







Some drivers of risk in informal 

areas



NEW CONFIGURATIONS OF 

RISK
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NEW CONFIGURATIONS OF 
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BACK TO RESILIENCE…

• Growing recognition globally that efforts to 

reduce risk and improve resilience must tackle 

issues of social justice. This requires:

• Securing and protecting the rights and entitlements 

of urban citizens (Goldstein et al, 2015)

• Collaborative problem-solving and engaging a 

diversity of stakeholders and sources of knowledge

. 



EQUITY AND HOLISTIC RISK 

REDUCTION



COLLABORATION TO REDUCE RISK

Problem: Unsanitary 

living conditions
Solution: Collaborative 

clean up



A LOCAL STORY…









Preventing dumping 

using WhatsApp
Improving relationships

Community working together 

to reduce risk  



LESSONS LEARNED

• The project highlights important lessons:

• It is essential to work with communities in the 

driving seat and to build relationships between 

stakeholders 

• Leadership is key. Dynamic leaders can make a 

difference, but they need support, of communities 

and local government



SUSTAINING THE MOMENTUM

• Sadly, the momentum is being lost:

• Local government engagment has wained

• Without consistent and visible change, the 

credibility of leadership and their ability to 

coordinate community action, is declining

• Community relies on RADAR to broker 

conversations with local government and others 

• An opportunity for advocacy?? 



Questions?

robynpharoah@sun.ac.za


