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Refugees, Migrants and Displaced Persons

The issues around refugees, migrants and displaced persons continues to be fiercely contested across
the globe. In Europe and the UK, the issue of immigrants seems to have been a key consideration for
many who voted for the UK to exit the EU. More than 3,000 hate crimes and incidents took place in
the second half of June, 42% more than in the same period in 2015. On 25 June, the day after the EU
referendum result was announced, 289 racist attacks were reported across England, Wales and
Northern Ireland. More and more civil society groups are critical of EU attempts to deal with countries
often with poor human rights records in an attempt to stop refugees from reaching Europe.

In Italy it has been noted that there has been a sharp increase in the number of unaccompanied minors.
In 2015, 12,000 unaccompanied minors made it to Italy and in the first 5 months of 2016 the number
had already reached 7,009. Most were young men and in 2016 most were from Egypt. Amidst the
consternation surrounding the migrants in Europe, people are prone to neglect the plight of migrants
and refugees in South and Central America. Some of the links remind us of that reality. As the
contestation deepens, attention is already being turned to the September meeting at the UN to discuss
refugee issues especially issues around a greater equity in sharing the responsibility for refugees and
the expansion of resettlement programs. Commentators have already regretted the absence in the draft
declaration of realistic mechanisms to implement the lofty ideals in the declaration. With regard to
South African data, there is an interesting link surveying the world of day labourers and the role of
foreign migrants in that sphere. It notes that the increase in numbers in this sector has been
accompanied by a greater vulnerability and worsening incomes.
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