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In recent weeks the international community has witnessed the decisive, disturbing action of President 

Trump with regard to refugees and migration in the USA. Through a series of Executive Orders he 

has placed a 120 day pause on refugee resettlement programs, reduced the number of new arrivals 

from 110,000 to 50,000 for the 2016/17 financial year and has placed a temporary travel ban on 

citizens from seven Muslim majority countries. This has a very immediate effect on the 67,689 

refugees who have already been cleared by the Dept. of Homeland Security and are travel ready. Even 

if the program restarts in May, only 20,000 of this number will be allowed into the USA under the 

new quota system. 30,000 had already gained entry before President Trump took office. Many of the 

links in this Digest speak to the fiercely contested debate around these actions. It must also be noted 

that while the spotlight has been on the USA, restrictive measures have also emanated from the EU 

and the UK. On 8th February 2017 the UK Minister responsible for Immigration announced that his 

government would close down the program for accepting 3000 unaccompanied refugee children. 

Only 250 such children have been assisted thus far under the program, in itself only a fraction of the 

promised number. EU data indicated that 90,000 unaccompanied children sought asylum in Europe 

in 2015, four times the number recorded for 2014. 13% of this number were under 14 years of age.  

The last link in this Digest confirms this. The closure of possibilities for refugees and forcibly 

displaced persons in the richer countries of the world, means that the burden of hosting the refugees 

falls on some of the world’s poorer countries. 

 

One positive, if unintended consequence, of the strong political action is that renewed interest in 

policies around displaced persons, questions of social justice in this regard and understandings of 

responsibility have once again been rigorously discussed. This is particularly so in faith communities 

and in the mainline churches in particular. Pope Francis, in the second link, makes a strong appeal 

for the welcome of refugees and an acceptance of the poor and marginalised. Many of the links speak 

to this rich theology and praxis of solidarity. 
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