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Our Mandate

 Child Protection  - Children’s Act 38/2005

 prevent abuse and neglect

 create an enabling environment

 support and equip youth and young children

 Reduce risky behaviour in young boys and school drop-outs

 increase youth capacity

 preserve their well-being 

 training of volunteers

 Designated social workers
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Focus on Positive Parenting

 Challenges faced by parenting and the impact on child development

 75% of children born from unattached relationships – mostly unplanned 

 75% of children born are born in poverty

 Poverty constitutes a particular risk for parenting – including malnutrition

 50% of children receive no maintenance from the other parent

 Parenting has a direct impact on a child’s behaviour and affects their ability to 

reach their ful potential

 Harsh, inconsisent parenting, exposure to violence at home and in community 

increase risk that a child will also use violence, or be the victim of violence 

themselves

 Corporal punishment has an adverse effect and support use of violence as a tool to 

settle disagreements or negative behaviour
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Positive parenting means:

Parents:

 Warmth

 Consistency and non-violent forms of discipline

 Exercising supervision over children appropriate to their developmental stage

 Attachment most important aspect
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Family:

 Single Parent

 Extended families

 Foster families;

 Same gender;

 Care-giver families;

 Primary Carer



Cognitive stimulation:
 Children lacking appropriate stimulation from birth risk not being school 

ready

 Are more involved in fighting, even serious violent incidents

 Found to be more reluctant to complete their school and part of school-

dropouts

 Non-participation parent in school leads to non-motivated child

 Exercising supervision over children appropriate to their developmental stage

Safe Homes
 Violence in home create violence outside;

 Create aggression as child, as adolescent, as partner especially in intimate 

relationships
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Level 8 Reaping 50 - 100

Level 7 Giving back + sowing, ECP 21 - 49

Level 6 Pay it forward 18 - 20

Level 5 Prepardness + Leadership 16 - 17

Level 4 Values, Choices, Courage 13 - 15

Level 3 Sexuality, Morals, Anger Management 10 - 12

Level 2 Protective behaviour, Evironment, Respect 7 - 9

Level 1 Body safety, Boundaries, Manners, ECD 4 - 6

AGE



Why do we need a programme focusing 

on Boys?
 creates a sense of belonging

 courage to speak about

 personal truths

 fears

 mature manhood

 Emotional intelligence

 understanding and effective channels of communication for boys

 Resisting mob-thinking: bullying and violent behaviour

 for boys to assume responsibility for their lives and their families

 to address the challenges of aggressive boys

 taking the next steps in their journey to manhood

 to join empowering mentoring circles

 Changing cultures of masculinity that favour aggressive sexual violence over responsibility, 
care and respect

 Develop leadership potential and self-awareness 7



Boy child programme as tool

 Abuse of BOY Children

 abuse occur with little boys (1-6 years)

 many cases of rape of boys by women and men go unreported

 to empower and educate the boy child on protective behaviours to reduce their 
vulnerability to abuse.

 Boys as perpetrators of sexual violence

 The increase of sexual assault by adolescent boys

 to educate boys on adopting positive supportive gender roles that will promote 
harmony in relationships

 to examine harmful gender norms

 boys and girls to understand and know how to relate to each other in a positive 
way

 teaching sexually responsible behaviour

 relationships between males and females

 dispel the myths and stereotypes
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Facts and findings
(PEPFAR/UNICEF/DEPT OF HEALTH/SA MEDICAL RESEARCH 

COUNCIL)

 Increase in teenage boys using alcohol, tobacco and other drugs, engage in unprotected sex, 
have unhealthy dietary behaviour and are both perpetrators and victims of violence

 one in eight high school students begin drinking before they are 13 years old, nearly 25% of 
students in grade 8 to 11 admitted to binge drinking, cigarettes and marijuana use

 43% of boy-children have been raped between ages 6 - 14

 nearly half of all new cases of HIV/AIDS occur to under than 25 years old

 boys as young as 12 years old, are abusing alcohol, sexually active and smoking

 unacceptably high rate of rape; South Africa was ranked first for rapes per capita

 that a woman born in South Africa has a greater chance of being raped than learning how to 
read

 1,500 schoolchildren in the Soweto township, a quarter of all the boys interviewed said that 
'jack rolling', a term for gang rape, was fun

 More than 25% of South African men admitted to raping someone

 nearly half said they had been raped by more than one person

 16% of South African men who knew somebody who had been raped believed that the rape 
survivor had enjoyed the experience and had asked for it. 9



Partnerships / indirect targets

 Volunteers

 ISOLOBANTWANA

 Social Auxiliary workers

 Child Care Workers

 Mentors
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Programme Aim

 to promote positive change through a ripple effect from the personal, family 
to community level

 Changing the attitudes and behaviour of boys

 increase in children being exposed to violence negative peer influence, drugs and 
alcohol

 increase in contracting life-threatening diseases

 Gender equality

 Cultural and gender roles in SA

 Positive role models
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OBJECTIVES

 Equip the boys aged 12-15 to deal proactively with situations of risk

 Train 100 boys aged 16-18 d with interpersonal life skills to deal proactively with

 situations of vulnerability.

 Train 40 volunteers to identify boys at risk and to link them to a mentorship 
program 

 and to offer support where necessary.

 Train 100 boys in entrepreneurial skills 

 Recruit and training 50 men to serve voluntarily as mentors for a period of 6 
months 

 Provide guidance to Boys through transference of skills from mentorship 

 Promote transference of skills to next generation to become successful role 
models to other vulnerable Boys
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The Boy Child Programme

to
 Create a culture of respect, compassion and openness among 

boys

 Empowering the BOY CHILD through community based 
support initiatives, to adopt assertiveness techniques instead 
of aggression to express themselves

 Identifying and living positive community morals and values 
as basis for their growth

 Address the challenges faced by the boy child and address 
the challenges disadvantaged young boys face daily. 

 Educate boys about life circumstances and equip them to 
deal with life circumstances in a more positive and 
acceptable manner 

 Support boys in making a successful transition to adulthood.
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 Increased interpersonal skills to make informed choices in relationships

 Enhanced prevention strategies against abuse, violence and crime 

 Developed coping skills to deal with peer pressure and bullying.

 Strengthened coping strategies thorough mentorship

 100 boys equipped with entrepreneurial skills 

 Increased number of boys entering the work force 

 Boys trained as mentors to assist other boys in vulnerable circumstances.
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OUTCOMES



Thank you
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