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The staff at the SACBCPLO wish all our friends, 
supporters and colleagues abundant blessings 
in the year ahead. We are inspired by Pope 
Francis’ speech to politicians in Latin America 
on 1st December 2017, urging them to see 
politics as a form of dedicated and sacrificial 
service. He also invited various structures of the 
Church to engage with and accompany 
politicians and political processes so as to 
ensure the implementation of justice. In our 
own small way this is our daily task, and we are 
edified to know, as the year ends, that this is 
also in the heart of Pope Francis. With your 
prayers and support we look forward to 
continuing this ministry in 2018.  
 

At the end of 2017 we will bade farewell to Ms 
Palesa Ngwenya and Fr Matsepane Morare SJ 
after many years of faithful service at CPLO. We 
wish them every blessing for all that lies ahead. 
 

‘Do not be afraid for I bring you news of great 
joy that will be for all people. For today in the 
city of David a saviour has been born for you 
who is Messiah and Lord.’ (Luke 2:10-12) 
 
 
 
 

 

 

We hosted a Roundtable Discussion in Johannesburg on the 
question of Migrants and Social Housing. There have been various 
issues in the media especially concerning the situation of migrants in 
the inner city of Johannesburg, and various unfortunate comments 
made by politicians about migrants criminally taking over housing 
spaces. The speaker of the Roundtable, Brilliant Nyambi from Africa 
Unite, gave a very good presentation and pointed out the various 
challenges that migrants face regarding housing in all spaces, and 
not just when it comes to social housing. The problem for migrants 
starts with documentation from the Department of Home Affairs. 
Many of those present concurred with the point made that, because 
migrants either do not receive the right documents, or have no 
documents at all, they are unable to get bank accounts or to 
establish a residential address. To top it all there is such a huge 
amount of ignorance both from civil servants such as the police and 
(continued on page 2)  
 
 

L-R: Mr Samkelo Donisi, Ms Lois Law, Ms Robyn-Leigh Adonis, Fr Matsepane Morare SJ, Ms 
Karen Morris, Fr Peter-John Pearson, Adv Mike Pothier, Ms Palesa Ngwenya, Mr Kenny Pasensie, 
and Ms Tonia Wyngaard 

 

Migrants and Social Housing: What is going on?  

                                                                                   6 October 2017 
 

 
L-R: Fr Matsepane Morare SJ (Land and Human Settlements Researcher, 
CPLO), Fr Peter-John Pearson (Director, CPLO), and Mr Brilliant Nyambi 
(Youth Peer Educator Coordinator, Africa Unite) 
 

Roundtable Discussions 
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(continued from page 1)  

government officials, to ordinary 
people in banks or landlords and so 
on, that the documents migrants have 
are often treated with suspicion, or 
not recognised by most of these 
individuals in authority, thus creating 
huge problems for the migrants. The 
discussion came to a consensus that 
what was primarily needed was 
education about migrants, their rights 
and documents, and secondly, there 
was an urgent need for the 
Department of Home Affairs to carry 
out its duties towards migrants 
efficiently and in accordance with the 
Constitution. All agreed to take up the 
first matter in various spaces, and 
CPLO would pay particular attention 
to policy issues around the question 
of migrants and their documentation.  

 

 

 

The New Public Protector, One year on 
                                                             3 November 2017 
 

L-R: Mr Lawson Naidoo, Dr Makhosi Khoza, and Fr Peter-John  

 

There were two speakers: Mr Lawson Naidoo, Executive 
Director of the Council for the Advancement of the South 
African Constitution (CASAC); and Dr Makhosi Khoza, former 
ANC Member of Parliament and chairperson of the Ad Hoc 
Committee for the Appointment of the Public Protector.  
 

Mr Naidoo noted that the Public Protector was not primarily a 
corruption-fighting institution, but rather one that promotes good 
governance and assists members of the public to assert their rights 
against the might of the state.  
 

Its work was all the more vital since the police and the National 
Prosecuting Authority were not doing their job properly when it 
came to uncovering and prosecuting mismanagement and bad 
governance. Since her appointment, Adv Mkhwebane had 
succeeded in reducing a backlog of cases, and had completed 
various outstanding investigations. She had also cut down on the 
use of outside consultants, thereby saving a lot of money. On the 
other hand, she had made some serious mistakes, especially in 
relation to her report on the SA Reserve Bank, where she had tried 
to overreach herself. According to Mr Naidoo, Adv Mkhwebane 
might turn out to be a good Public Protector, or she might not; it 
was too early to tell. 
 

Dr Khoza began by defending the process whereby Adv Mkhwebane 
had been chosen. It had been open and transparent, but 
unfortunately the Committee had been misled; they thought they 
had chosen the best candidate, but the facts had proved this to be 
wrong. Rumours that Adv Mkhwebane had been colluding with 
President Zuma, as well as her absurd findings regarding the 
Reserve Bank, were consistent with the ‘radical economic 
transformation’ narrative, and were not just the result of her 
inexperience and relatively junior status. For Dr Khoza, the actions 
of the Public Protector were part of a wider problem of 
‘Machiavellian deceit’ that the country was facing.     
 

We hosted a discussion exploring 
the many complex issues relating 
to a Decent Standard of Living 
(DSL). Isobel Frye of the Studies in 
Poverty and Inequality Institute 
(SPII) was the main speaker. One in 
four people in South Africa are 
food poor, with the majority living 
on less than R550 a month. The 
reality, Ms Frye indicated, is that 
more than 70% of people in the 
Eastern Cape live below the 
poverty line. Because of the high 
levels of unemployment and the 
ever widening gap of inequality 
the question that should be asked 
is what is a decent standard of 
living? What would it cost and who 
should be responsible for its 
attainment?  

The Quest for a Decent Standard of Living                    10 November 2017 
 

 

These were some of the questions Ms Frye and 
the participants engaged with. While it was clear 
that quantifying and determining a uniformed 
standard of living in a highly unequal South Africa 
is challenging, the quest for a DSL should not be 
abandoned. 

L-R: Fr Matsepane SJ (Moderator), Ms Isobel Frye, and Mr 
Kenny Pasensie (CPLO’s Economic Planning and Development 
Researcher) 
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This Roundtable Discussion was co-hosted 
by CPLO and Hanns Seidel Foundation, in 
collaboration with the Pietermaritzburg 
Agency for Community Social Action 
(PACSA). There were two speakers, Ms 
Mary de Haas and Mr Lukhona Mnguni, 
both from the University of KwaZulu-
Natal. Ms de Haas, a violence monitor in 
KZN, introduced the topic by giving a 
historical perspective of political violence 
in the province since the 1980s.  The 
political violence in KZN was part of the 
Apartheid state’s structural violence, 
which originally started in the urban areas 
of KZN and spread to the rural areas 
during the 1990s. Ms de Haas argued that 
one of the major contributing factors to 
the ongoing violence in KZN was the 
untransformed police service which still 
had many of the Apartheid era police  
 

 

deployed in KZN. In the late 1990s 
violence was largely characterized 
by inter-party fighting, which was fuelled 
by the floor-crossing legislation. Violence 
between rival taxi associations often 
went hand-in-hand with political rivalries 
because taxi bosses often associated 
themselves with particular political 
personalities.  Ms de Haas stressed that, 
while the scale of the violence of the 
1980s and 1990s is no longer evident in 
KZN, political killings are still a reality in 
KZN. From the beginning of 2016, leading 
up to the local government elections in 
August, more than 40 people were killed. 
 

Mr Mnguni argued that the current 
political killings of councillors in KZN and 
the Eastern Cape are symptoms of an 
intra-party scramble for resources. He 
said this was evident in the killing of 
councillors because party members  
 

believe that being a councillor would 
give them access to resources. Mr 
Mnguni further argued that because the 
African National Congress shuts down 
dissenting voices in its midst, and does 
not encourage whistleblowing, the 
causalities of political violence are often 
the whistleblowers. The ANC is at war 
with itself, and this spills over to intra-
party violence.  
 

The discussion afterwards included 
questions as to how political violence 
can be stopped, what kind of political 
leadership is needed, and what civil 
society can do to end violence. No 
definitive answers were forthcoming; 
however, the points were made that the 
law enforcement agencies must get rid 
of their corrupt members, political 
parties must choose better leaders, and 
the church must speak out more against 
political violence.   
 

Political Violence in KwaZulu-Natal                                                                                       
                                     16 November 2017  
 

L-R: Ms Mary de Haas, Mr Lukhona Mnguni, and Mr Mervyn Abrahams (Director, PACSA) 

 

Distributed Publications 
 

Briefing Papers:  

• BP 442 Nuclear Prohibition Treaty 

• BP 443 What About the Boy child 

• BP 444 Ownership and a Just Energy 
Transition 

• BP 445 Structural Unemployment in SA 

• BP 446 The Quest for a Decent Standard of 
Living  

Digests:  
 

Refugees Digests 
Refugees, Migrants and Displaced Persons 
Refugees, Migrants and Displaced Persons 
 

Family Digest: 
16 National Disability Rights Awareness Month 
 

Other:  
Nuclear Weapons and Disarmament 
 

Responses: 

• Crime Statistics  

• Who Really Won? 

 

Submissions: 

• Critical Infrastructure Protection Bill 

• Draft Political Party Funding Bill 
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  Migrants and Social Housing: What is going on?                                                             
                                                          22 November 2017 
 

 

 

The question of housing, among the other challenges that 
migrants face, is an issue that highlights how often we 
discuss challenges faced by poor South Africans, while 
ignoring the complexities that make the situation of 
migrants that much more complicated. For example, 
migrants face huge difficulties with documentation. 
Without proper identification, or proof of age or origin, it 
can be problematic to access housing, get a job, or register 
a child for school. This problem was raised at our 
Roundtables in Cape Town, Johannesburg and Durban, and 
is something that CPLO plans to take up in 2018.  
 

 
L-R: Ms Hameda Deedat (Acting Executive Director, NALEDI), Ms Palesa 
Ngwenya (Environment and Energy Researcher, CPLO), Ms Nthombifuthi Ntuli 
(Research Group Leader: Energy Industry, CSIR), Mr Mike Levington (Director, 
Kabi Solar), Ms Tasneem Essop (Commissioner, National Planning Commission), 
and Mr Richard Halsey (Policy Coordinator, Project 90 by 2030) 
 

L-R: Fr Matsepane SJ, Mr Brilliant Nyambi (Youth Coordinator, Africa 
Unite), and Mr Makusha Hupenyu (Coordinator, Catholic Archdiocese 
of Durban Refugee Pastoral Care) 
 

The Diocese of Manzini hosted its first Roundtable as part of its 
engagement with Parliament and with the formulation of public 
policy. It looked at the vexed issue of Human Trafficking. The 
meeting was addressed by Mrs Nompumelelo Lukhele, the 
Director of the anti-trafficking program in the office of the Prime 
Minister, Inspector Zwakhele Dlamini of the Swaziland Police, 
Mrs Fikile Motsa of the St Anne’s Sodality, which organisation 
has a special outreach to people trapped in this pathology and Fr 
Peter-John Pearson, the Director of the CPLO and a member of 
the international St Marta group which facilitates engagement 
between the Church and various national police forces to 
increase the political will to act against trafficking in persons. 
Many of the speeches spoke of the culture of concealment and 
denial that was prevalent and the positive steps being taken 
through policy interventions to comply with international best 
practice. Six members of Parliament attended the discussion. 
 

Faith in the fight of Human Trafficking  
                                                                                  23 November 2017 
 

 Fr Peter-John with some of the Members of Parliament (right) and Bishop Josѐ 
Luis IMC (Bishop of Manzini) 

 

 
A Just Energy Transition in South Africa: Renewable Energy Jobs - The Reality and the Potential  
                                                                                                                                                                                          28 November 2017 
 

This Johannesburg Roundtable of this topic was held in 
collaboration with Project 90 by 2030 and was once again 
expertly facilitated by Ms Tasneem Essop from the National 
Planning Commission. The speakers forming the 
knowledgeable panel included Ms Ntombifuthi Ntuli – CSIR; 
Mr Mike Levington - Kabi Solar; and Ms Hameda Deedat – 
NALEDI. A considerable amount of time was spent exploring 
the justice aspect of the energy transition we aspire towards, 
this helped clarify some of the socio-economic issues 
concerning South Africa’s energy system. It was agreed that 
stakeholders need to be more explicit about their demand for 
the creation of decent and quality jobs. (continued on page 5) 
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(continued from page 4) 
Some matters discussed dealt with the need for the expertise and 
technical know-how to expand to communities, in order for 
ownership and operational management in a new energy mix to 
be viable. In this regard, our education system and skill sets need 
to be sufficiently upgraded. It was fascinating to discover that the 
energy transition can be seen in various rural areas within the 
SADC region, where people are purchasing solar panels for  
 
 
 The Impact of Gang Violence on Children  

                                                                     29 November 2017 
 

 

The last few months have seen an alarming increase in gang 
related violence. This has impacted children, both as victims 
of gang violence and as perpetrators of violence. This 
Roundtable sought to understand the causes and 
consequences of such violence, with a particular focus on 
children. The Roundtable was addressed by Lucille Meyer of 
the Chrysalis Academy; Robin Coxson of Plea for Peace and 
Leonie Adonis, Manenberg mother and class assistant.  The 
Roundtable was attended by a broad range of guests involved 
in providing alternatives to gang involvement.   
 

L-R: Fr Matsepane SJ, Mr Robin Coxson, Ms Lucille Meyer, and Ms Leonie Adonis 

 

everyday use to avoid energy poverty. A common concern 
had to do with the application of renewable energy to help 
with the rehabilitation of land that has been damaged by 
mining as a matter of urgency. The event consciously struck a 
balance between the status quo and advocacy for a 
#justenergytransition - this was welcomed and was an 
enlightening way to bring the year to a close. 
 
 

 

Veteran social worker, Ms Cheryl Crowie, shares her experiences of working with 
families and children who have been affected by gang violence 
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The question of dealing with food security, malnutrition, poverty, 
and even unemployment, has received suggestions ranging from 
social grants to Expanded Public Works Programme (EPWP). 
However, can expanded urban agricultural programmes be part of 
the solution to this question? What are the possible economic 
benefits? What has been the impact on places that have engaged in 
urban agriculture? Can the involvement of schools, churches, and 
other civil and social spaces increase impact? 
 

These are the issues that were tackled at this Roundtable 
Discussion. The overwhelming consensus was that Urban 
Agriculture has an important role to play not just in dealing with 
issues of poverty, but also in dealing with issues of urban 
development, healthy nutrition, environmental care, and spiritual 
and psycho-social community health development. The point was 
made that we in South Africa live in a very violent space, and many 
carry a lot of trauma. Some, such as the Ujamaa Collective, had 
found that urban agriculture allows for healing and helps many to 
begin to deal with their emotional trauma through growing plants 
and working with the soil. Overall, the point being made was that 
this is one form of development that is underutilised and which 
deserved support and input from all sectors of society. Warnings 
were also given that it was quite difficult to make money out of this 
 

 

Urban Agriculture: Solution to urban poverty and 
unemployment?                                  30 November 2017 
 

L-R: Fr Matsepane SJ, Rev Tsakani Sibanda, and Mr Eugene Jackson 
 

The bishops and Sr Hermenegild had just delivered an oral submission to the portfolio committee on Co-operative Governance and 
Traditional Affairs in which they commented on aspects of the Report on the Commercialisation of Religion compiled by the 
Commission for the Promotion and Protection of the Rights of Cultural, Religious and Linguistic Communities.  
 

 

Submission on the Report on the Commercialisation of Religion                                 17 October 2017 

Archbishop Stephen Brislin, Sr Hermenegild Makoro, and Bishop Sithembele Sipuka, respectively the President, Secretary-General, and Vice-President of the 
Southern African Catholic Bishops’ Conference, pictured in front of the Nelson Mandela bust outside the National Assembly Chamber in October 

Other Events and Visitors 

 

form of agriculture. To make it a successful business venture 
and not just subsistence farming, a lot of skill and knowledge 
was required. The involvement of the churches was also 
encouraged. South Africa has challenges, but there are ways 
of dealing with them, if there is the will, and urban 
agriculture is one of those ways.  Speaking at the Roundtable 
were Dr Jane Battersby-Lennard from the African Centre for 
Cities at UCT; Mr Eugene Jackson from RDSP (Rural 
Development Support Programme of the SACBC); and Rev 
Tsakane Sibanda from Ujamaa Collective. 
 

mailto:info@cplo.org.za
http://www.cplo.org.za/


 
 

7 
 

 

PARTICIPATING IN PUBLIC POLICY 
PO Box 2910, Cape Town, 8000 | Tel: +27 21 461 1417 | email: info@cplo.org.za 
www.cplo.org.za | Follow us @cplo_SA 

 

 

  

 

Lunch with Mncedisi Filtane (United Democratic 
Movement)                                         18 October 2017 
 
Mr Mncedisi Filtane is a United Democratic Movement MP, 
serving on the portfolio committees on Agriculture, Forestry & 
Fisheries; Public Works; and Rural Development & Land Reform. 
He is a relatively new Member of Parliament, but has a long 
history in politics, going back to the administration of the former 
Transkei prior to 1994. 
 

Mr Filtane set out his view that politics should not be seen as an 
end in itself, or just a striving for power, but “as an instrument to 
bring upliftment to the people.” In this respect, he saw himself as 
more of a technocrat – with expertise in land and development 
issues – than as a professional politician. 
 

Regarding land in particular, Mr Filtane pointed to two main 
problems affecting the land reform programme of government. 
Firstly, there was simply not enough money available for 
government to purchase sufficient land to meet the need. 
Secondly, however, even the money that was available was not 
being spent due to a lack of capacity and of proper management 
in the Department of Land Affairs. 
 

As for the Public Works Dept, it was one of the worst-performing 
in government. It was the largest “real estate manager” in the 
country, but it also suffered from serious under-expenditure due 
to poor management. It had no coherent programme of 
maintenance for the thousands of public buildings under its 
control, and some 340 departmental officials were currently 
facing disciplinary hearings.  
 

Through the Public Works Dept, as well as the Department of 
Defence and parastatals such as Transnet, the state was by far 
the biggest land-holder in the country, but government had  
 
 

failed to undertake a comprehensive survey of what state land 
was suitable for distribution. Mr Filtane also highlighted the 
problematic issue of the Ingonyama Trust land in KwaZulu-
Natal, where 2.9 million hectares was effectively under the 
control of the Zulu king.        
 

Finally, Mr Filtane mentioned the problem of land being given 
over for mining, often to foreign-owned companies, with the 
result that there was little benefit to local communities. There 
needed to be much more co-ordination between the various 
departments involved in land-use matters: Land reform; 
agriculture; minerals & energy; trade & industry; and social 
development. 
 

 

L-R: Ms Elsie Maseke (Consul, Republic of Namibia), Mr Mncedisi Filtane, and 
Fr Peter-John 

 

Training Day: “Pope Francis: welcoming, protecting, promoting and integrating migrants and refugees.  
New Thinking in the World of Displaced Persons.”                                                                    20 November 2017 
 

 

CPLO co-hosted a training day with the Scalabrini Institute for Human 

Mobility in Africa (SIHMA) and the Johannesburg Archdiocese Refugee 

Desk on Pope Francis and his thoughts on refugees, and the teaching that 

is emerging from his insights. Fr Ramphe Hlobe SJ, the Director of the Social 

Apostolate of the Jesuits in South Africa, spoke on the Ignatian tradition 

and how that tradition responds to difficulties and new challenges. Fr 

Peter-John Pearson, Director of CPLO, spoke on the key Catholic Social 

Teaching points that the Pope has used to sharpen the narrative on 

itinerant people and how in turn his engagement has again expanded 

these key concepts. Mr Sergio Carciotto, Associate Director of SIHMA, 

spoke about the 20 advocacy points issued by the Vatican for engaging 

states, multilateral organisations, etc.  

 

Fr Peter-John addresses the audience on Catholic Social Teaching 
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Meeting with ACDP MP and SAFCEI  
                                                                        23 November 2017 
 
CPLO facilitated a meeting between ACDP MP Cheryllyn 
Dudley, and Mr Frank Molteno of the Southern African Faith 
Communities’ Environment Institute (SAFCEI). Ms Dudley 
has introduced a private member’s Bill in Parliament which 
aims to prohibit the testing of cosmetics on animals, and to 
provide for proper care of animals that have been used for 
such purposes. This initiative has been welcomed by SAFCEI, 
and it is hoped that the Bill will receive backing from all 
parties in Parliament. 
 

 

Mr Molteno and Ms Dudley are seen with CPLO’s Research Co-ordinator Mike Pothier 

 

 

Mr Hanns Bühler visits the CPLO                                                                                                    24 November 2017 

The Hanns Seidel Foundation’s new regional representative for Southern Africa, Mr Hanns Bühler, visited the CPLO offices in 
November.  The Hanns Seidel Foundation, based in Bavaria, Germany, supports Roundtables and publications in CPLO’s Democracy 
and Governance project. It is also working with CPLO’s counterpart office at the Namibian Catholic Bishops’ Conference in 
Windhoek.  
 

Mr Bühler (right) is pictured with Fr Peter-John, Archbishop Stephen Brislin, CPLO’s Programme Co-ordinator Karen Morris, and the Foundation’s Cape Town 
representative, Ms Marlene Barnard 
 

mailto:info@cplo.org.za
http://www.cplo.org.za/

