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Refugees, Migrants and Displaced Persons. 

 

The issue of the free movement of peoples in Africa is a regarded as a key aspect in unlocking Africa’s 

economic potential. It is also a crucial consideration in considering policies around migration. The 

article below looks at several dimensions of this issue. 

 

https://issafrica.org/iss-today/au-summit-30-will-africa-allow-the-free-movement-of-

people?utm_source=BenchmarkEmail&utm_campaign=ISS_Today&utm_medium=email 

 

Around the world there are complaints about inefficiencies and often latent prejudices in asylum 

processes. The following link points to one such example. Sarah Teather, a former Liberal Democrat 

MP in the UK makes the point that ‘the odds are stacked against those seeking sanctuary.’ In the 

second link below, she points not only to the inefficiencies in the UK system but to what she calls the 

unfair advantages of the Home Office over vulnerable refugees, the lack of safeguards, unlimited 

detention and other such worrying factors. The UK is the only country in Europe without a time limit 

on detention of asylum seeekers.  

 

https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2018/feb/11/i-thought-she-was-an-intern-asylum-interview-

goes-wrong 

 

http://www.jesuit.org.uk/jrs-uk-responds-home-office’s-

letter?t=1&cn=ZmxleGlibGVfcmVjcw%3D%3D&refsrc=email&iid=1b407809dde14f91a5227cac0

0bb8078&uid=341120766&nid=244+289476616 

 

The Holy See’s mission to the UN endorsed the Zero Draft of the Global Compact on migration and 

called it an important document and basis for negotiation. In the second link below, the Holy See – 

while welcoming the Zero Draft – raises concerns around the absence of any reference to the spiritual 

needs of migrants and to issues of religious freedom, as well as the need for a stronger reference to 

family life.  The third link is to another article based on the proposed Compact. This is an interesting 

post on making migration work. 

 

https://holyseemission.org/contents/statements/5a79c4da40b6f.php 

 

https://zenit.org/articles/archbishop-jurkovic-approach-of-a-universal-family/ 

 

https://www.cfr.org/blog/making-migration-work 

 

Catholic advocates on immigration issues recently called for a renewed focus on comprehensive 

immigration reform in the US. They called for a fresh look at issues such as shorter turn-around time 

for family based immigration, new pathways for employment based immigration, and more humane 

treatment for those applying for asylum and legal status. The various approaches to immigration and 
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refugee issues in the USA remain important because it would seem that the thinking behind them 

eventually influences various international narratives. 

 

https://www.ncronline.org/news/justice/immigration-reform-not-just-about-dreamers-advocates-say 

 

http://globalsistersreport.org/column/horizons/migration/what-i-hope-my-first-arrest-means-52451 

 

The Church in the USA continues to speak out against the omnibus spending bill which, they say, 

shows a lack of political will to save, amongst others, the 1.1m ‘dreamers’ and the protected status of 

the 320 000 who came to the USA escaping political violence and natural disasters. 

 

https://www.ncronline.org/news/opinion/congressional-act-set-deport-thousands 

 

The next link provides an interesting overview of the US immigration debate. It points out that 

percentage-wise there are fewer immigrants coming to the US than in 1890. Immigrants make up 

17% of the US population, 43m out of 323m. They also constitute 17% of the active workforce. The 

second link points to an analysis of President Trump’s comments on migration through a Christian 

lens. 

 

https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/us-immigration-debate-0 

 

https://sojo.net/articles/trump-s-immigration-policies-are-anti-family-anti-american-and-anti-christ 

 

The following link leads to an article based on as yet unconfirmed regulations which would seriously 

change the situations of migrants and refugees who need to access public services and benefits for 

survival. Under these policy changes, people needing such assistance would be disqualified from 

consideration for permanent residence. 

 

https://www.ncronline.org/news/justice/new-rule-would-force-immigrants-go-without-benefits-or-

risk-their-stay-us 

 

The next link takes us to an article discussing the most important refugee issues to watch out for in 

2018. 

 

https://www.newsdeeply.com/refugees/articles/2018/01/12/the-top-refugee-issues-to-monitor-in-

2018 

 

In March Pope Francis addressed the International Migration Commission. The Pope spoke about 

new ways of responding to the needs of displaced persons, and mentioned yet again the need to 

support the UN Compacts. 

 

https://zenit.org/articles/popes-address-to-international-catholic-migration-commission/ 

Caritas Internationalis has issued an Easter letter urging people to journey through these special, holy 

days with an awareness of migrants in their hearts. 

 

http://www.caritasswaziland.org/2018/03/16/cardinal-tagle-invites-you-on-a-journey-of-faith-hope-

and-love-with-migrants/ 

 

The Pope met with UNRWA Commissioner General to discuss the plight of Palestinian refugees. The 

Pope spoke of his concern for them and his commitment to a just solution within the context of a two 

state solution. 
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https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/press-releases/his-holiness-pope-francis-received-unrwa-

commissioner-general-private 

 

Lastly, this link contains the comments of the Holy See on Part IIIA of the Program of Action in the 

Second Formal Consultation on the Global Compact for Refugees. 

 

https://zenit.org/articles/archbishop-jurkovic-solidarity-requires-sacrifice/ 
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