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Refugees, Migrants and Displaced Persons 

 

This Digest, while covering several general topical issues in this sector, also takes a closer look at some current 

policy issues which have a bearing on discussions in different parts of the world. Issues such as re-settlement, 

family reunification and the gender dimensions of migration are underlined. 

 

In an intervention at the UN, Archbishop Auza made the point that when properly managed, migration adds 

positively to sustainable development. He called on governments to show the political will to receive migrants, 

but also called for a greater political effort to fight poverty and inequality in order to ensure that migration was 

a choice, and not forced by injustice and inequality. 

 

https://zenit.org/articles/archbishop-auza-migration-a-normal-response-to-crisis/ 

 

https://zenit.org/articles/holy-see-disappointed-by-un-inaction-on-migrants/ 

 

https://holyseemission.org/contents/statements/5ad17d97ad678.php 

 

The European Court of Justice recently ruled that refugee children have a right to family reunification even if 

they turn 18 during the application process. It also ruled that the right for minors to be reunited with their 

families was not at the discretion of member states. According to Germany’s Federal Office for Refugees and 

Migration, some 66 300 unaccompanied minors entered Germany between January 2015 and October 2017. 

 

http://www.dw.com/en/top-eu-court-strengthens-family-reunifications-for-young-refugees/a-43352168 

 

https://www.coe.int/en/web/commissioner/family-reunification 

 

http://www.unhcr.org/3bd0378f4.pdf 

 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/campaigns/2016/01/family-reunification-refugees-sweden-syria/ 

 

The following link leads to a Report on the difficult issue of ‘resettlement’, with a special focus on Europe. It 

also discusses the issue in a broader perspective and looks at various principles which should be considered in 

dealing with resettlement. 

 

https://www.migrationpolicy.org/research/scaling-refugee-resettlement-europe-role-institutional-peer-

support 

 

https://www.migrationpolicy.org/research/taking-stock-refugee-resettlement-policy-objectives-practical-

tradeoffs-and-evidence-base 

 

https://www.migrationpolicy.org/research/welcoming-engagement-how-private-sponsorship-can-strengthen-

refugee-resettlement-european 
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An algorithm for locating refugee re-settlement could vastly improve their probability of finding work. 

 

https://www.newsdeeply.com/refugees/community/2018/04/20/understanding-the-algorithm-meant-to-help-

refugees-get-jobs-fast 

 

Although not a recent publication, this Caritas publication on women and migration offers a useful analysis 

and makes very important points for policy considerations. 

 

https://www.caritas.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/FFMEnglores-1.pdf 

 

The following link takes us to an important analysis of some of the policy debates in the UK with regard to 

immigration. With the provocative title, ‘Is there too much immigration?’, the author debunks some of the 

myths that have almost become normative in thinking about migration. 

 

http://crookedtimber.org/2018/03/26/is-there-too-much-immigration/ 

 

Still on the topic of policies, the following link takes us to some policy proposals, including resettlement, put 

out by an ecumenical advocacy group in the USA. They are succinct and insightful. 

https://advocacydays.org/2018-a-world-uprooted/lobby-day-ask/ 

 

In a recent Report issued by the AU, it was estimated that remittances from approximately 30 million African 

migrants conservatively totalled US$65 billion, supporting about 120 million family members. It is a 

conservative figure because many transactions take place informally and are thus not easily tracked. It is 

nonetheless important data and underlines one of the major reasons for migration. 

 

https://au.int/sites/default/files/newsevents/workingdocuments/34086-wd-air_progress_report_-

_stc_finance_2018_english.pdf 

 

The following link takes us to a summary of a Report by the Jesuit Centro Astalli which acknowledges that 

fewer refugees and asylum seekers are arriving in Italy at the moment, but that the obstacles placed in their 

way and that the difficulties they face remain quite formidable. 

 

https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/articles/2018/13-april/news/world/jesuit-report-details-asylum-seekers-s-

woes-in-italy 

 

The following link takes us to an article outlining the risks of crossing the Central Mediterranean Sea. One in 

thirty nine perish while making the crossing. So far this year in roughly three months, 2 179 people have died. 

 

https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/articles/2017/29-september/news/world/a-transient-flock-on-its-perilous-

way-to-europe-s-shores 

 

For a while now, the debate in Britain around the existence and work of the ‘hostile environment group’ which 

sought to prejudice the environment of immigrants, especially illegal immigrants, has brought discredit to 

those Conservative politicians most associated with it. This link leads to an article unpacking aspects and the 

consequences of this policy. 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2018/apr/17/theresa-mays-hostile-environment-policy-at-heart-of-

windrush-scandal 
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