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Refugees, Migrants and Displaced Persons 

 
On 23rd April Pope Francis said very forthrightly: “I think of the abomination of human trafficking, crimes 

and abuses against minors, the horror of slavery still present in many parts of the world; the frequently 

overlooked tragedy of migrants, who are often victims of disgraceful and illegal manipulation.”   

 

While covering important issues connected to the discussion on itinerant peoples, this Digest also includes 

links about what many churches are doing to enhance the rights of these vulnerable people; and refers to 

various policy debates that are taking place on multiple platforms. 

 

On the policy front, the much-debated question of what constitutes the ‘sharing of responsibility’ for 

refugees and displaced people continues, especially in various multilateral spaces. The following link 

takes us to an important contribution in this regard. 

 

https://www.newsdeeply.com/refugees/community/2018/04/25/we-must-answer-3-key-questions-on-

refugee-responsibility-sharing 

 

Italy’s seizure of an NGO rescue boat in the waters of the Mediterranean raises many policy questions, 

not least about the consequences of various countries outsourcing this important task. 

 

https://www.newsdeeply.com/refugees/community/2018/03/27/how-italys-ngo-boat-seizure-exposes-

europes-dangerous-policy-at-sea 

 

On the faith communities’ contributions, we see a number of different modalities emerging. 

 

The Latin Patriarchate in Jerusalem has created a personal parish for the 60 000 Latin Catholic migrants living 

in Israel as part of its pastoral outreach to migrants and displaced persons. 

 

https://www.lpj.org/fr-rafic-nahra-personal-parish-will-help-us-better-support-life-faith-migrants-asylum-

seekers/ 

 

Cardinal Tobin speaks out about negativity towards migrants being ‘a hardening of the heart’ and a blunting 

of the American spirit. 

 

https://www.ncronline.org/news/people/demonizing-immigrants-hardens-american-heart-says-cardinal 

 

The following article looks at the response of bishops and priests to the refugee crisis and aspects of 

resettlement in Central Europe. It makes the point that many go directly against the direction charted out by 

Pope Francis. Some are finding alternative ways of helping war-torn areas like Syria, but baulk at resettling 

refugees in their countries. 

 

https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/central-europe/2018-03-07/pope-francis-silence-central-europes-

migration-

crackdown?spJobID=1383801570&spMailingID=56480281&spReportId=MTM4MzgwMTU3MAS2&spUs

erID=NTA0ODM0NDc1ODQS1&sp_mid=56480281&sp_rid=cGVhcnNvbkBpYWZyaWNhLmNvbQS2 
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The Church in North Texas has issued illegal migrants with identity cards. While they obviously have no legal 

standing, they are gaining traction amongst certain law enforcement officials. 

 

https://international.la-croix.com/news/churches-issue-id-cards-to-illegal-immigrants-in-north-

texas/7527?utm_source=Newsletter&utm_medium=e-mail&utm_content=07-05-

2018&utm_campaign=newsletter__crx_lci&PMID=3a72042ed0da248a18f664113a327e12  

 

Sarah Teather, a former UK Minister, looks at the ‘hostile environment’ in contemporary Britain and asks 

some serious, soul-searching questions about the UK’s attitudes to migrants, including those legally in the 

country. At present she works for the Jesuit Refugee Services. 

 

www.thetablet.co.uk/features/2/13128/how-and-why-we-must-learn-the-lessons-of-the-windrush-

scandal?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=28%20April%202018&utm_content=28%20April%202018+

CID_2c2578f2b9228a1e939d18a9db204a4d&utm_source=virtueMail%20marketing%20software&utm_ter

m=by%20Sarah%20Teather 

 

In the USA many commentators, including faith community leaders, argue that the already difficult process of 

applying for asylum in the USA is made very much more difficult by the deliberate obstacles placed in the 

way of asylum seekers by the Trump administration. 

 

https://www.ncronline.org/news/justice/asylum-seekers-face-increasing-obstacles-which-some-see-

deliberate?utm_source=APRIL_26_BENEVENTO&utm_campaign=cc&utm_medium=email 

Also in the USA, the bishops are rallying to support ‘the Dreamers’ in their bids against deportation and in 

finding pathways towards citizenship. In this they support the USA Act. 

 

www.usccb.org/news/2018/18-068.cfm 

 

This link takes you to a template which can be used to engage USA politicians in a bid to secure the right of 

refugee families not to be divided or split as a result of the interpretation of policies. The ideas are pithy, and 

that is what is particularly helpful. 

 

https://justiceforimmigrants.org/action-alerts/protect-immigrant-children-and-families-seeking-safety-and-

shelter-from-violence-by-keeping-these-families-together/ 

 

Cardinal Tagle, the President of Caritas Internationalis, spoke in support of intensifying advocacy for migrants 

primarily on the basis of their being human beings. He urged everyone to speak out about the rights of migrants 

and refugees. 

 

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/church/news/2018-04/share-the-journey-migrants-refugees-caritas-cardinal-

tagle.html 

 

As part of its contribution to the 4th Formal Consultation on the Global Compact for Refuges, the Holy See 

supported the call for quality education and healthcare for all refugees, and stressed the need for holistic 

development for people on the move. It emphasised that access to these social goods inspires hope. In these 

areas the education and healthcare should be of the same quality as those given to citizens of the host countries. 

 

https://zenit.org/articles/holy-see-urges-quality-education-for-refugee-children/ 
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