
2018 National Budget Dialogue
16 May 2018

Axolile Notywala 

General Secretary, Social Justice Coalition (SJC)



How far does the budget reflect the policy priorities contained in 
government’s Medium-Term Strategic Framework (MTSF) and allocations 

for the 2018 MTEF? 



End Apartheid Spatial Planning
Budget for #LandforLiving

• Land Tenure Security and Upgrading of Informal Settlements
• Prioritise the funding of upgrading (USDG) more than housing (HSDG)

• Land for Decent Human Settlements
• Stop the sale of land 
• Unlock well located land 
• Fast track and budget adequately for restitution processes 
• Fund social and affordable housing 



Participation, Participation, Participation…



Participation, Participation, Participation…

“R10bn budget slash for human settlements dept”

-

“Yes, South Africa spends as much on VIP protection & security 
as on land reform”

-

“DA-run metros fail to spend R540m meant to help the poor”

-

“Tafelberg: R135 million sale to go ahead”



Participation, Participation, Participation…

S 152(1)(e) Constitution: 

- one of the objects of local government is to ‘encourage the involvement of communities 
and    community organisations in the matters of local government’

S 153(a) Constitution: 

- municipality must “structure and manage its … budgeting processes to give priority to the 
basic needs of the community”

S 16(1)(a) (iv) Municipal Systems Act:

- Municipality must “encourage, and create conditions for the local community to participate 
in the affairs of the municipality, including… in the preparation of its budget”



Participation, Participation, Participation…

Borbett v Nelson Mandela Bay Metropolitan Municipality

“In the context of local government more is required than public meetings 
and the publication of information. A local council is required to put in place 
mechanisms that create conditions for public participation and that build the 
capacity of communities to participate. It is required to allocate resources to 
the task and to ensure that the political and other structures established by 

the legislation are employed to meet the objectives of effective public 
participation.”


