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Refugees, Migrants, Asylum Seekers and Displaced Persons 

 

Recently Pope Francis said, “We should promote the integral human development of migrants, 

refugees and asylum seekers.” A number of the articles in this Digest spell out the implications of 

this challenge. 

 

So far this year, approximately 30 000 people attempted to reach Europe by sea. 771 have drowned 

in the process. 

 

Speaking while travelling back to Rome from Geneva, Pope Francis encouraged governments to take 

in and integrate as many refugees as possible and to do this with the prudence that would open them 

to placing, educating and employing as many as possible. He also called on governments to invest 

wisely in the refugees’ countries of origin so that inhabitants would not fall prey to traffickers in their 

attempts to find a better life abroad. 

 

https://www.huffingtonpost.co.za/entry/pope-francis-every-country-should-welcome-as-many-

refugees-as-possible_us_5b2d0605e4b0321a01d0951 

 

The UN Global Compact for Refugees stresses the need for local governments to be involved in 

welcoming displaced persons. This follows the principle of subsidiarity, which holds that responses 

to situations should emerge at levels closest to those impacted by them. It makes sense that local 

authorities should be at the frontline and should be assisted by others to fulfil their obligations, 

especially in the business of integrating displaced persons. 

 

https://www.newsdeeply.com/refugees/community/2018/05/29/mayors-can-help-the-refugee-

compact-turn-words-into-action 

 

The President of the International Catholic Migration Commission said that there seems to be a shift 

in the thinking of young people about migration, from fear and exclusion to more tolerant, open, 

welcoming attitudes. She decried the way in which politicians used the fears of some people for 

political gain. She called this ‘irresponsible government.’ In the same article, Msgr Vitillo reminds 

readers that most of the burden of welcoming refugees falls to countries that are already struggling, 

and not on first world countries. 

 

https://cruxnow.com/vatican/2018/06/04/migration-commission-president-says-she-sees-signs-of-

hope-for-future/ 

 

On the issue of welcoming and integration in France, recent surveys have shown that Catholics have 

a more moderate position, even what could be described as a more sympathetic attitude, towards 

migration than the general French population. A recent survey by the French Institute of Public 

Opinion showed that six out of ten French were against taking in migrants. 
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https://international.la-croix.com/news/catholics-and-migrants-hospitality-and-

doubts/7765?utm_source=Newsletter&utm_medium=e-mail&utm_content=07-06-

2018&utm_campaign=newsletter__crx_lci&PMID=3a72042ed0da248a18f664113a327e12 

 

In a very insightful article on the need to change the narrative around refugees, a group of theologians 

ask questions about how come it is so seductive for Christians to follow exhortations to exclusivity 

and patriotic nationalism, rather than the Gospel challenge of inclusivity. 

 

https://www.jesuit.org.uk/refugee-stories-changing-narrative-

0?utm_source=Jesuits+in+Britain&utm_campaign=e00019ead7-

EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_02_27_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_22ed05a35f-

e00019ead7-87736245&mc_cid=e00019ead7&mc_eid=b758935701  

 

In this very challenging article, the author deconstructs five popular myths that have influenced the 

public narrative and policies over the past years. 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/news/2018/jun/05/five-myths-about-the-refugee-crisis 

 

The following link leads to an important article analysing the data from 15 Western European nations 

that refute the allegations that asylum seekers are a drain on the hosting countries’ economies. 

 

https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-018-05507-0 

 

The Permanent Mission of the Holy See to the United Nations made the point that faith communities 

are particularly trusted by migrants, and that the footprint of such communities means that they are 

able to merge local initiatives with various international programs. Archbishop Auza also pointed to 

faith initiatives being at the forefront of efforts to protect and provide necessities for vulnerable 

groups. 

 

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/vatican-city/news/2018-06/holy-see-un-auza-migration.html 

 

Pope Francis also weighed in on the international furore following Italy’s and Malta’s refusal to allow 

a ‘charity ship’ with 629 migrants to dock in their ports. The Pope again spelt out the contents of 

policies as being linked to values of justice, solidarity and compassion. He also called for greater 

international co-operation and sharing in matters of displaced persons. He asked countries to move 

away from a thinking that saw migrants and refugees as threats to their comfort. 

 

http://news.trust.org//item/20180614082942-5jp0s/ 

 

In the same talk, Pope Francis emphasised the need for protection of migrants and spoke out against 

the practice of separating family members in the immigration process, thus breaking down family 

support and rendering children ever more vulnerable. He spoke also about the need for international 

support at every phase of the migration journey. 

 

https://cruxnow.com/vatican/2018/06/14/pope-francis-calls-for-protection-for-immigrant-children-

and-their-families/ 

 

Caritas Internationalis has asked all parishes to pray with, walk with, and bear public witness to the 

church’s solidarity with, migrants and refugees. The call to public witness is important and includes 

many public platforms, including engagement with policies and legislation. 

 

https://twitter.com/M_RSection/status/1008035250063192065 
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The issue of public protest and a sharp rebuke of the Trump administration’s policies with regard to 

refugees and migrants was part of the USA Bishops’ recent plenary session in Fort Lauderdale. This 

included calls for canonical sanctions on those who carry out such policies and an equation of some 

aspects of these policies with the right to life. Some important directions for policy nuances are 

present in this statement. 

 

https://religionnews.com/2018/06/13/catholic-bishops-rebuke-trumps-asylum-changes-suggest-

policy-is-a-life-issue/ 

 

The Catholic Church has resettled nearly one-third of all refugees received by the United States since 

1980 through a public-private partnership with a high rate of successful integration of refugees into 

society, according to a report released in June 2018. The Center for Migration Studies report 

examines data on 1.1 million of the refugees resettled in the U.S. from 1987 to 2016. These refugees 

came from more than 30 countries, including Ukraine, Iraq, Vietnam, Somalia, Bosnia and Burma. 

 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/the-catholic-churchs-long-history-of-resettling-

refugees-in-the-us-67504 

 

Pope Francis, it has been noted in this Digest, has made appeals to all layers of society to be active 

advocates in the interest of displaced persons. He also urged the Knights of Malta to continue their 

work with refugees and especially children. 

 

https://www.orderofmalta.int/2018/06/22/pope-francis-receives-grand-master-audience-spirituality-

through-works/ 

 

 

Peter-John Pearson 

Director 
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