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1. Introduction 

 

The Catholic Parliamentary Liaison Office (CPLO) is an office of the Southern African 

Catholic Bishops’ Conference, tasked with liaising between the Church and 

Parliament/Government, commenting on issues of public policy, and making submissions on 

legislation. The CPLO welcomes the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to 

the IPID Act. 

 

2. Comments 

 

An independent police watchdog organisation is a vital factor in ensuring that a nation’s police 

service carries out its duties professionally, ethically and constitutionally. This not only helps 

to maintain public trust and confidence in the police, it also protects individual police officers, 

and the police service as a whole, from unwarranted and malicious attacks.   

 

Such a body must be truly independent of the police service, and must be seen to be so. This 

consideration was at the heart of the Constitutional Court’s findings in McBride v Minister of 

Police and Another [2016] ZACC 30.  

 

If the Executive Director of a body such as IPID can be suspended or dismissed from office 

solely by the Minister of Police, it cannot be said that a sufficient degree of independence 

exists. Furthermore, such a provision effectively prevents Parliament from exercising the 

necessary oversight regarding an executive decision with far-reaching implications. 

 

Accordingly, we strongly support the proposed amendments to the IPID Act. They will help to 

ensure that the Executive Director of IPID (and therefore, to a large extent, the organisation as 

a whole) can carry out his or her duties knowing that only a two-thirds majority of the National 

Assembly can remove him or her from office. 

 

We also support the role given to ‘a Committee of the National Assembly’ in the proposed new 

section 6A(1)(a) of the IPID Act. It is appropriate that a body consisting of public 

representatives should be tasked with making a finding as to the fitness for office of the IPID 

Director, just as it would do in the case of the Head of the Directorate for Priority Crime 

Investigation.      
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We are available to address the Portfolio Committee orally if required. 

 

For further information please contact: 

Adv Mike Pothier 

Programme Manager 

Catholic Parliamentary Liaison Office 

Cape Town 

mike@cplo.org.za 

021 461 1417      
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