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Expropriation without Compensation 
 
As Parliament’s Constitutional Review Committee starts to finalise its report on the extensive 

hearings it conducted around the country on land expropriation without compensation, political and 

ideological perspectives on the question abound. All parties seem to agree that ‘something needs to 

be done’ to solve the problems associated with land ownership and occupancy patterns that have been 

skewed by centuries of colonialism and apartheid; but there is no consensus about what should be 

done.  

 

The EFF demands that all land simply be nationalised and then redistributed to those who need it, but 

offers no answer to the obvious questions about the economic disaster that this will entail. The DA, 

on the other hand, is sensitive to the needs of the economy, but while it advocates the idea of gradually 

empowering people by granting them title to the properties they occupy, it appears to be largely silent 

about undoing the entrenched effects of the grand historical evil of colonial and apartheid-era land 

grabs. And the ANC, in the person of President Ramaphosa, enigmatically promises that there will 

be expropriation without compensation, but that this will somehow be achieved without alienating 

investors, risking food security, or harming the economy. 

 

Fortunately, amidst all this mostly unhelpful political bluster, a number of academics, land experts 

and political commentators have offered useful insights. They do not offer easy or immediate 

solutions, and they may not have a major influence on the ultimate decision of Parliament, but at least 

they can help us to think through the issues more clearly. The following short pieces were all 

published within the last six months. 

 

https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2018-03-29-the-interview-plaass-professor-ruth-hall-on-

land-and-what-you-should-and-shouldnt-worry-about/  

 

https://www.businesslive.co.za/bd/opinion/2018-03-12-evidence-based-approach-to-land-

redistribution-is-not-a-numbers-game/  

 

https://city-press.news24.com/Voices/separate-the-wheat-from-the-chaff-20180713  

 

http://theconversation.com/small-scale-farmers-should-be-at-the-centre-of-land-reform-in-south-

africa-94546  

 

https://forsa.org.za/land-expropriation-and-the-religious-community/  

 

https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2018-08-27-the-land-question-is-also-about-political-

belonging/  

 

https://www.businesslive.co.za/rdm/politics/2017-07-26-a-10-point-plan-to-orderly-land-reform-in-

south-africa/  
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https://www.news24.com/Columnists/Mpumelelo_Mkhabela/anc-eff-policy-differences-on-land-

expropriation-hinders-constitutional-amendment-20180913  

 

During the week of 4 – 7 September the Constitutional Review Committee invited a cross-section of 

about 30 organisations to make oral submissions on the topic in Parliament. Two of the clearest and 

most insightful were those made by the non-profit company, Phuhlisani, and by the Institute for 

Poverty, Land and Agrarian Studies (PLAAS), based at the University of the Western Cape: 

 

http://pmg-assets.s3-website-eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/180904Phuhlisani_NPO.pdf 

 

https://www.plaas.org.za/sites/default/files/publications-pdf/2018%20-

%20Constitutional%20Review%20Committee%20-%20PLAAS%20submission.pdf 

 

CPLO also made an oral submission at these hearings: 

 

https://www.cplo.org.za/summary-of-the-sacbc-land-submssion/  
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