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long term plans that provide a shared development vision for all stakeholders within the country, in the continent and the world

AFRICA AGENDA 2063

prosperous Africa based on inclusive 
growth and sustainable development

SDGS 2030

end poverty, protect the planet and 
ensure prosperity for all

NDP VISION 2030

fight poverty, inequality and 
unemployment
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Mutually reinforcing agendas: Agenda 2063 focus also relate to the AU’s Pan-African drive, African 
cultural identity, common heritage, values and ethics; the African Renaissance; and the strong focus on 
the security agenda



Background: South Africa, the continent and the world

• The SDGs build on the successes of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs)

• South Africa played a critical role during the development of the global and continental agendas 
(Sustainable Development Goals and Africa 2063)
• under South Africa’s chairpersonship at the AU, the 2013 Summit, laid down a vision for the “Africa We 

Want”

• at the side-lines of the UN General Assembly, South Africa was elected as a rotating Chair of the 
G77+China- leading the group in the context of major international negotiations taking place in 2015 
during development of SDGs 

• One of the countries leading the development of indicators

• South Africa has committed to achievement of the goals set in the SDGs and Agenda 2063, as well 
as to submitting periodic updates and reports on national implementation efforts

• In 2012 the country adopted the National Development Plan (NDP) with the intent of setting a 
common agenda for the country to fight poverty, inequality and unemployment

• All these long term plans provide a shared development vision for all stakeholders within the 
country, in the continent and the world



Core theme of the NDP: achieving a decent standard of living for all by 2030

ELEMENTS 
OF A DECENT 

STANDARD 
OF LIVING

NUTRITION HOUSING, 
WATER, 

SANITATION, 
ELECTRICITY

TRANSPORT

EDUCATION 
AND SKILLS

SAFETY & 
SECURITY

HEALTH 
CARE

EMPLOYMENT

RECREATION 
AND LEISURE

CLEAN 
ENVIRONMENT

Reminder, the 
global goals 

similar to our 
national goals



Where is the country at with respect to the implementation of the SDGs

• Focus has been on promoting the approach to localization/domestication, and encouraging, 
facilitating and supporting different stakeholders’ efforts to coordinate their respective 
constituencies
• Through UNDP support, Civil society’s engagement on the SDGs, which SDGs they are prioritizing and 

how they work together. They chose Africa Monitor to lead their coordinating structure

• Private sector has a number of entities coordinating their efforts. The South African Office of the UN 
Global Compact lead coordinator of private sector activities, working with other partners

• Uni of Pretoria has supported the hosting of the SDG Hub - a knowledge facilitation platform

• In partnership with the UN Communications unit, the SDG Hub and DPME, established an SDG Bulletin, 
published on line monthly to unpack each goal

• Department of Science and Technology established a Science, Technology and Innovation (STI) Platform

• National and provincial departments working with UN and multi-lateral agencies, local government, 
some NGOs, private sector, academia, and other stakeholders 

• Statistics South Africa has gone through a process of indicator development and data collection: identify 
nationally relevant indicators and targets, and establish baseline data. This is being updated now to 
indicate where we are at with progress

• Finalising processing of a Cabinet proposal for a coordinating mechanism that will bring efforts of 
different stakeholders together



Multi-stakeholder approach

• NO ONE INSTITUTION CAN ACHIEVE DEVELOPMENT GOALS ALONE

• Government – National, Provincial and local

• Academic institutions - Universities, technical institutions, research councils, 
National Academies

• Civil society - Non-governmental organisations, volunteer organisations, faith-
based organisations, social movements, and community-based organisations

• Development partners - Bilateral and multilateral donors, development agencies, 
regional development and central banks, and international institutions such as the 
World Bank and IMF

• Business - Business leaders, chambers of commerce and industry, cooperatives and 
unions, economic development corporations, and manufacturers

• Organised labour

• Individuals 
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Approach to localization: SDGs and Agenda 2063 and the NDP
a

li
g

n
m

e
n

t 
w

it
h

 t
h

e
 g

lo
b

a
l a

n
d

 
co

n
ti

n
e

n
ta

l f
ra

m
e

w
o

rk
s Encourage stakeholders 

to align their existing 
objectives and missions 
with the SDGs/NDP/AU 
frameworks

Encourage reference to 
the SDGs/NDP/AU in 
strategies and plans and 
publicly cite the 
SDGs/NDP/AU within  
activities and projects 
and generate greater 
partnerships in different 
spaces
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Mapping efforts of 
different stakeholders 
and identifying 
synergies and promote 
alignment

Meetings to keep the 
momentum going and 
create platforms for 
sharing and networking

Identify tools and 
mechanisms that 
should be created to 
enhance coordination 
between different 
groups and associations
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Launch a series of 
dialogues,  public 
awareness campaigns 
and tools

Develop tools and 
guides, which could be 
used for better 
understanding and 
application of the SDGs

A virtual cloud based 
collaboration space for 
regular communication
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Reporting framework 

Track progress in 
implementing goals and 
targets, and means of 
implementation –
partnerships/collaborati
ons, etc.

Open, inclusive, 
participatory and 
transparent reporting 
process

Information and 
feedback, as well as  
learning mechanisms at 
every stage



Domestication/Localisation ongoing
• Currently, number of initiatives started by different stakeholders to localize

• BUT:
• They happen in silos

• Complementarity, optimisation lost

• Continue to use scarce resources INEFFICIENTLY and will see little or no IMPACT if continue in this way

• THEREFORE
• Need a better mapping of activities by different stakeholders

• Create platforms, tools and events for sharing

• Focus on coordinating the different activities and promoting collaborations

• Each stakeholder formation to help with mapping activities of members of the group to feed into 
the National Coordinating platform

• Institutionalizing collaboration with existing provincial government structures to define a provincial 
governance structure for the SDG process 

• Get work under way to map at the local government level 



Next steps –Voluntary National Report - VNR
• SA volunteered to report in July 2019

• Need to compile a country report, under leadership of government, but inclusive of different 
stakeholders

• A formal approach will be communicated soon; i.e.
• Scope of the VNR – will be NB to get a sense of which SDGs are prioritized by different stakeholders, 

and how we facilitate interactions

• Stakeholder engagement plan 

• Draw on existing info/processes – Use of existing national platforms and processes that could 
contribute to the VNR 

• Would like to get a sense of what all stakeholders are doing in order to incorporate into the 
National Report



Conclusion 

• Faith based organization – proximity to communities have a better sense of their 
needs, responses that are likely to succeed and are better trusted by communities

• They can help activate active citizenry, empowerment of communities and facilitate 
partnerships with different stakeholders

• We all have a better chance of succeeding if we work together

• Big challenge facing all of us, but not insurmountable

• We need to think about what we will be saying to the world when we report on our 
progress- it is not just about what government is doing, but also about what we are 
doing as citizens of the country and of the world 


