
 

 

 

Refugees Digest 30  

January 2019 
 

Migrants, Refugees, Asylum Seekers and Displaced Persons 
 

In the days leading up to Christmas when, in the Christian tradition, note is taken of the itinerancy of 

Mary and Joseph in compliance with a political imperative, there was a flurry of policy discussions 

on issues of migration. Pope Francis pointed out that the Holy Family shared the ‘anguish of 

persecution’ and that the little Jesus reminds us that half the refugees in the world are children. 
 

In this Digest we also consider policy formulations around refugee and migrant issues from various 

parts of the world, acknowledging that in a global, interlinked world, policies of one country influence 

and impact on other countries. One such example is the discussions and commitments around the 

Global Compact on Migration. 
 

Also, for many it is significant that the UN International Migrants Day (18th December) is indeed 

within the days leading to Christmas. In his comments, Secretary General Guiterres noted the 

positives that flow from orderly migration; these included “being drivers of economic growth, 

allowing millions of people to find new economic opportunities in ways that benefit the places of 

origin and the destinations alike. It also lessens human trafficking and labour exploitation.” 
 

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/world/news/2018-12/pope-francis-guterres-caritas-international-migration-

day.html 
 

Some of the discussion was occasioned by the adoption of the Global Compact on Migration in 

Marrakesh in December 2018.  

Pope Francis continued his advocacy for refugees and migrants and made a special appeal for the 

education of refugee children. 
 

http://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/bollettino/pubblico/2018/12/14/181214a.html 
 

The Pope has several times endorsed the Global Compact on Safe, Regular and Orderly Migration, 

which was designed to provide a collaborative framework for nations to work together to provide 

meaningful possibilities for migrants, to protect their dignity, and to lessen labour exploitation and 

trafficking in persons. Very significantly, it is geared towards both respecting migrants’ rights and 

the interests of receiving communities. 
 

https://zenit.org/articles/migration-appeal-pope-urges-international-community-to-exercise-responsibility/ 
 

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/world/news/2018-12/pope-francis-guterres-caritas-international-migration-

day.html 
 

https://international.la-croix.com/news/pope-backs-un-migration-

deal/9090?utm_source=Newsletter&utm_medium=e-mail&utm_content=17-12-

2018&utm_campaign=newsletter_crx_lci&PMID=3a72042ed0da248a18f664113a327e12 
 

In his address on the occasion of the 70th Anniversary of the Declaration of Human Rights, the 

secretary of State at the Holy See, Cardinal Parolin, underlined the aspect of the human rights of 

migrants. 
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https://holyseemission.org/contents/statements/5c1129671ba8c.php  
 

Cardinal Parolin also participated in the dialogue at Marrakesh, where he called for efforts to 

overcome the fundamental causes of migration, such as poverty and war. He also spoke on the issue 

of integration. 
 

https://holyseemission.org/contents/statements/5c0eeead319af.php 
 

In article in support of the Global Compact, Cardinal Tagle of Manila also made several important 

points and called on those countries which had withdrawn from the Compact to rethink their position. 
 

https://zenit.org/articles/cardinal-tagle-editorial-on-global-compact-for-migration/ 
 

In the USA, Catholic Bishops condemned the death, while in the custody of the Customs and Border 

Protection Unit, of a seven-year-old girl, Jekelin Cael Marquez who, with her father and 161 others, 

had handed themselves over to border officials at Lordsburg, New Mexico, seeking political asylum. 

The Bishops said that this death was a result of “failed immigration policies including restrictions on 

the flow of asylum seekers at the border.” They also called for a “review of policies regarding care 

for vulnerable populations.” Other church groups picked up the call, endorsing the principle of 

political asylum being a human right, and noting that it is a legal process and an imperative for Church 

advocacy derived from the Old and New Testaments. 
 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/us-bishops-distressed-at-death-of-7-year-old-asylum-seeker-

21440 
 

Speaking to some of the fundamental myths in the policy discussion around immigration, Fr James 

Martin SJ debunks them as he considers some of the harsh responses to people trying to cross the 

borders into the USA. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/FrJamesMartin/videos/2220816287942502/ 
 

On Wednesday, 19th December 2018, the UK government published its White Paper on Immigration.  

Like the overall Brexit debate which has divided political opinion and indeed cabinet opinion, this 

document has also caused division, with many in cabinet complaining of its anti-immigrant tone. It 

would include a strong cut in the numbers of migrants, ostensibly from hundreds of thousands to tens 

of thousands, as well as a high minimum income. 
 

https://blogs.spectator.co.uk/2018/12/no-10-tussle-with-home-office-over-immigration-

policy/?utm_source=Adestra&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Evening%20_Blend_19122018&utm_ca

mpaign=Evening_Blend 
 

In the same domain, it is interesting to note that the UK government is also set to launch a Settlement 

Scheme offering EU citizens living in the UK a legal route to remain in the UK after Brexit. The 

Church has raised several concerns and some objections to the Scheme. 
 

https://www.indcatholicnews.com/news/36173#.XBLccv_5xJI.twitter 
 

Lastly, a very interesting theological article on the notion of churches as places of asylum for those 

being persecuted or who are vulnerable. It is applied to the present day situation of refugees. 
 

http://europe-infos.eu/church-asylum-commitment-to-a-humanitarian-state-of-affairs?ts=1545306468 
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