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L-R: Adv Mike Pothier (Programme Manager, CPLO); Mr Kenny Pasensie 
(Economic & Social Development Project Co-ordinator); and Prof Frederick 
Fourie

The South African Informal Sector: Creating Jobs, 
Reducing Poverty 11 October 2018

The CPLO hosted an event based on the recently released book, 
“The South African informal sector: Creating jobs, reducing 
poverty.” The book, edited by Professor Frederick Fourie, a fellow 
of the University of the Free State (and the speaker at the event), 
is the end product of the REDI3x3 project, based at the SA Labour 
and Development Research Unit at UCT. The project brought 
together a multidisciplinary group of 20 researchers based at 
ten different universities, as well as NGOs and Statistics SA. All of 
them worked on different aspects of the informal sector, resulting 
in a 500 page volume. The research in the volume points to the 
fact that, while South Africa’s informal sector is relatively small 
compared to other countries, the sector is a significant contributor 
to employment. South Africa’s informal sector is diverse and 
comprises all industries, not just – as is commonly believed – 
waste-pickers and street traders. In 2018 the informal sector 
provided livelihoods, work and income to 2.9 million workers and 
enterprise owners. Almost half (48%) of those employed in the 
informal sector work in a multi-person enterprise. In 2013 these 
enterprises provided approximately 850 000 paid jobs, which was 
almost twice the direct employment in the formal mining sector. 

The Impact of Domestic Violence on Women and 
Children 18 October 2018

This Roundtable was addressed by Ms Valdi van Reenen-Le 
Roux, Director of the Trauma Centre for Survivors of Violence 
and Torture, Ms Joy Lange, Director of St Anne’s Homes, and 
Ms Lynette Oliver, Auxiliary Social Worker at the New World 
Foundation. According to the recently released crime statistics, 
violent crimes against women and children continue to escalate 
and much of that violence is experienced at home. The trauma 
of domestic violence casts long shadows into the future and 
devastates families and communities. Children who grow up in 
households where they are exposed to violence are more likely 
to use or become victims of violence later in life. What happens 
at home has serious implications for the larger society.

L-R: Ms Lynette Oliver; Ms Joy Lange; Adv Mike Pothier; and Ms Valdi van 
Reenen-Le Roux

Roundtable Discussions

Failure in the sector can often be attributed to lack of suitable 
and secure premises in good locations; limited or no bookkeeping 
skills; lack of finance, insurance and credit; and being the target 
of both crime and harassment by local government.  Professor 
Fourie made it clear that the informal sector has huge potential to 
contribute to job creation and poverty alleviation, and therefore it 
should be assisted with a developmental policy approach in which 
enterprises are enabled to become self-standing institutions.
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L-R: Dr Rick de Satgé; Mr Jeremy Cronin; Fr Peter-John Pearson (Director, 
CPLO); and Mr Wandile Sihlobo
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Sustainable Development Goals What is The Progress? 24 October 2018

L-R: Ms Percy Moleke; Mr Msingathi Sipuka; Adv Mike Pothier; and Ms Karen 
Shippey

Succeeding the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) are the 
World’s 2030 Agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs), which were formulated by the United Nations General 
Assembly to advance the work of the MDGs. The SDGs were set 
as part of a resolution to transform the world we live in, while 
we sustain the planet for future generations. Since adoption in 
2015, the SDGs were well received by South Africa. The country 
has assumed a prominent role globally and specifically in Africa, 
in guiding the process and in negotiating for the adoption of the 
SDGs, in its capacity as chair of the G77 in China. Recently South 
Africa underwent a process of domesticating the SDGs to find 
locally adaptable arrangements for implementation.

Creating a platform for engaging on the progress of implementing 
the SDGs in South Africa, a discussion was hosted. Among the 
speakers were Mr Msingathi Sipuka from the United Nations 
Environment Programme, Ms Percy Moleke from the National 
Department of Planning, Monitoring and Evaluation, and Ms 
Karen Shippey from the Department of Environmental Affairs 
Western Cape. Participants from civil society organisations, faith 

so on. Without proper follow-up and support for beneficiaries of 
land reform, the mere handing over of pieces of land was not 
a solution; indeed, it could conceivably pose a threat to food 
sovereignty.

Mr Cronin provided an historical overview of government’s land 
reform efforts, and admitted that the track record was “pathetic”. 
Regarding the current debate, it should be seen as a reflection 
of the deep divisions within the ANC. It was also a response to 
the challenges posed by the populist approach of the EFF. While 
there was an acknowledgement that a constitutional amendment 
was not strictly necessary, it was likely that there would be a 
minor amendment to give “clarity” on the circumstances under 
which EWOC would be possible. In due course a new draft of 
the Expropriation Bill would be tabled, setting out the kinds of 
property – such as abandoned farms, land occupied by tenant 
farmers, and derelict buildings – that could be expropriated. 
However, this legislation would not be processed before the 2019 
elections, and would have to be dealt with by the new Parliament.

This Roundtable Discussion was organised in response to the 
ongoing debate about land expropriation and the supposed 
need to amend the Constitution in order to make expropriation 
without compensation (EWOC) possible. The speakers were: 
Dr Rick de Satgé, an experienced land consultant and activist, 
and a partner in Phuhlisani Solutions; Mr Wandile Sihlobo, an 
agricultural economist with Agribiz SA (and a recently-appointed 
member of President Ramaphosa’s advisory committee on land); 
and Mr Jeremy Cronin, Deputy Minister of Public Works. 

Dr de Satgé started by noting that the phrase ‘expropriation 
without compensation’ had been officially declared as South 
Africa’s ‘Word of the Year’, reflecting how many times it had 
appeared in the media. Unfortunately, this did not mean that 
people really understood what was involved in the idea of 
expropriation. The first point was that most legal scholars were 
agreed that the Constitution was not a stumbling block to the 
expropriation of land, with or without compensation. The real 
stumbling blocks were a lack of proper planning, inadequate 
support for land reform beneficiaries, and an absence of political 
will. While the expropriation discourse “taps into deep and 
justified social discontent, it is a simplification that offers no 
substantive vision for a South Africa that works for the many 
rather than the few.”

Mr Sihlobo focused his presentation on the state of agriculture in 
SA, and on the plight of emerging commercial farmers. Overall, 
SA agriculture is in a fairly healthy position, and the country is 
a net exporter of agricultural produce. However, it remains a 
small direct contributor to GDP, at 2.2%, although it accounts 
for about 5% of employment. Since the land reform programme 
started, much land had been acquired by the government, but 
very little successful farming was happening on that land. The key 
problem was that there was inadequate investment: little access 
to capital, not enough training, limited access to markets, and 

based organisations, non-governmental organisations, media 
and business formed part of the discussion. It was acknowledged 
that there is still a task in raising awareness about the SDGs in 
communities and across sectors for integration in everyday work.

Land Expropriation: Whether to do it; How to do it; & the Unintended Consequences 22 October 2018
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Is the War on Poaching a Just War? 30 November 2018

The increase in loss of wildlife is one of the most pressing issues 
of our time and it is undeniable that human activity is a key 
driving force in the extinction of animal and plant species. There 
seems to be a wide range of issues contributing to the significant 
decline of global wildlife, including climate change; degradation; 
deforestation; poaching; hunting; alien invasive species and 
a growing demand for food and energy. However poaching is 
considered to be a key contributing aspect to wildlife decline. It 
is defined as an illegal act of capturing wild animals, extracting 
marine species, and harvesting wild plants under circumstances 
where people do not have access and rights to a particular land/
territory. The numbers of animal and plant species killed and 
harvested annually, continue to increase drastically; to the extent 
that some species are evidently becoming more and more extinct. 

Through concerted efforts with civil society organisations, and 
environmental conservationists; governments across the globe 
continue to develop and fund campaigns to end poaching. 

CPLO hosted a seminar at which the elements of human justice 
in addressing poaching in South Africa were discussed. Fr 
Shaun Cozett, from the Anglican Church, was the main speaker. 
During his presentation Fr Cozett spoke about how unethical 
radical approaches continue to be implemented as a means for 
conserving natural resources globally. He continued to speak 

about how countries such as South Africa have adopted military 
approaches to address poaching in national parks. Soldiers are 
trained to go to war with alleged poachers and to kill poachers 
in order to preserve the endangered wildlife. The cause has 
become so significant that it is regarded as normal to kill people 
who are alleged poachers, to ensure that wildlife is conserved 
for their development and that of future generations. War cries 
such as “shoot to kill” and “kill the poacher and save the rhino”, 
are acceptably used in the conservation field to mobilise societies 
against poaching.

MP dinner with Ms Deidre Carter and Mr Mosiuoa Lekota 2 October 2018

Other Events & Visitors

Ms Deidre Carter is a Member of Parliament for the Congress 
of the People (COPE) and Mr Lekota is the leader of COPE. Both 
of them have served on the Constitutional Review Committee 
that has recently been holding public hearings on the land 
expropriation question. Ms Carter also serves on the portfolio 
committees on Police, Transport, Agriculture, and Co-operative 
Governance and Traditional Affairs.

There were three main topics of discussion: the land question; 
the introduction of legislation on advance directives (‘living 
wills’); and legislation to remove the conscience clause in the 
Civil Union Act that allows state officials to decline to conduct 
same-sex marriages. On the land issue, Mr Lekota spoke very 
forcefully against land expropriation without compensation. He 
took the line that “history has happened and we have no choice 
about how it happened”. While there was obviously a need for 
land reform and redistribution, there was plenty of state-owned 
land available; this should be used first. 

On the question of the conscience clause, Ms Carter pointed out 
that no official can refuse to conduct a marriage because their 
conscience is offended by inter-racial partnerships or partnerships 
between people of widely different ages. This would amount 
to unfair discrimination. Accordingly, officials should not be 
permitted to refuse to solemnise same-sex partnerships because 
of their private beliefs on such partnerships. As Mr Lekota 
observed, “Don’t go into public service if there are sections of 
the public that you don’t want to serve.”

Regarding advance directives, it was a simple matter of providing 
a mechanism whereby people could set out their wishes to 
receive, or not to receive, medical treatment in the event of their 
being unable to express themselves at a future time due to illness 
or injury. It was not about legally ending the life of such a person, 
but merely regulating treatment.

The dinner was attended by various stakeholders, including the 
Consul-General of Namibia, and consular staff from Zimbabwe 
and the United States; a representative of Die Welt; and a number 
of people active in the fields of palliative and geriatric care.

L-R: Ms Deidre Carter; Fr Peter-John Pearson; Ms Marlene Barnard (Project 
Officer for Cape Town, Hanns Seidel Foundation); and Mr Mosiuoa Lekota

L-R: Ms Lovedonia Mkansi (Project Co-ordinator, CPLO); and Fr Shaun Cozett
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Briefing Papers:

464 Domestic Abuse & Asylum
465 The Traditional Courts Bill
466 The Sustainable Develoment Goals: What is the Progress?
467 The Syndod of Bishops: Considering Displaced Youth
468 The Impact of Domestic Violence on Women & Children
469 Political Violence in KwaZulu-Natal
470 The Informal Sector: Creating Jobs
 
Digests

Family Digest:
 
• TB: A Major Public Health Issue, but Preventable and Curable
 
Responses:
 
• A Vatican Tribute to Nelson Mandela
• Getting the Easy Things Wrong
• Good News for Good Governance
• International World AIDS Day
 
Submissions:
 
• Draft Integrated Resource Plan
• Draft Regulations on the Registration of Births & Deaths
• Children’s Amendment Draft Bill
• Compensation for Occupational Injuries & Diseases Amendment Bill

Distributed Publications
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