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The State of the Expanded Public Works Programme (EPWP) 

“The EPWP was introduced in 2003 as a measure to reduce poverty and curb rising unemployment. When 

announcing the EPWP, then-President Thabo Mbeki stated that the programme was designed to use public 

budgets to provide unemployed people with temporary jobs in productive sectors. This would provide a source 

of income and a measure of training that would facilitate their absorption into the job market. . . With each 

subsequent phase of the EPWP, there has been a strong culture of building on the lessons learned in the 

previous phase of work and enhancing the impact of the programme. The current phase (Phase III) has focused 

on universal principles to guide all EPWP programmes and projects, enhancing the quality of services and 

assets and streamlining monitoring mechanisms.” The South African Cities Network full report can be found 

here https://tinyurl.com/y4vl4yj9  

 

The following articles will assist in understanding the status of the EPWP in the nine major metropolitan cities 

in South Africa. 

 

The Jobs Summit and the role of the EPWP 

“Emergent from the 2018 Jobs Summit Framework Agreement was the importance of upscaling the placement 

of youth in EPWP programmes, and an increased focus on providing more exit opportunities for these youth.” 

https://tinyurl.com/y6daje6l  

 

The EPWP nuts and bolts in SA cities 

The SACN and the Department of Public Works have released their 2017/2018 report into the EPWP. “While 

progress has been made, questions have been asked as to whether the programme is creating long-term 

employment, or whether it is just a temporary sticking plaster.” https://tinyurl.com/yyoz9ucb .  

 

The Department of Public Works and Infrastructure briefing on EPWP Phase III job-creation 

In the first four years of Phase III, 3.5 million job opportunities were created. This amounts to 59% of the 

five year target of 6 million job opportunities.  https://tinyurl.com/yy26nlhj  
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EPWP is not something to sneer at 

“The Department of Public Works and Infrastructure has defended its EPWP, which is often criticised as 

being prone to cronyism and corruption, and delivering short-term work for beneficiaries, only to leave them 

in limbo.” https://tinyurl.com/y6ktxfrx  
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