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The Abuse of Children for the Purposes of Pornography 

Senior Advocate Omashani Naidoo of the National Prosecuting Authority’s Sexual Offences and Community 

Affairs Unit recently expressed her view on the matter of child pornography by stating that “South Africa is 

not a very good place for children and has become one of the largest distributors of child pornography.”1 

Naidoo explained how a perpetrator may take advantage of a child: “The perpetrator first monitors and surveys 

a child, then lures then with promises and then grooms the victim by exposing them to pornography and 

breaking down barriers, such as telling the child that sex is acceptable and is something pleasurable. The 

perpetrator then sexually abuses the child, and then lets them go, or in some cases, they are killed.”2 

Miranda Jordan Friedman, founder of Women & Men Against Child Abuse, points out that “child pornography 

is actually sexual abuse images. They are recordings of crime scenes."3 Furthermore, speaking after a guilty 

verdict was handed down to a perpetrator of child pornography, Rees Mann, executive director of the SA Male 

Survivors of Sexual Abuse, commented that the children involved “are going to be living with this trauma for 

the rest of their lives. Every single one of these images out there is evidence of a crime that has been committed 

against a child. Justice has been done now. But justice has not been done to the kids out there, the unidentified 

victims of child abuse, rape and even torture.”4   

In 2017 the heaviest sentence yet handed down for the possession of child pornography was given to William 

Beale, who was convicted on 18 644 charges of possession of child pornography and was sentenced to 15 

years’ imprisonment.5 This was the maximum sentence allowed in a regional court. Those involved in the 

investigation commented that “even with 20 years of experience in the child abuse and advocacy spheres, we 

were still shocked to our core by some of the appalling details of the crimes that were captured in these images 

– babies subjected to spine-chilling torture, bondage, and rape."6 In 2018 Robert de Vries, who was charged 

with 107 counts of possessing, creating, importing and distributing child pornography, was also sentenced to 

15 years.7 Hopefully, these punishments are a sign that such crimes will be dealt with more severely than 

before.  
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