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L-R:  Mr Patric Solomons; Adv Mike Pothier (Programme Manager, CPLO); 
Mr Thulani Velebayi; and Ms Cheryllyn Dudley

The Challenges of Fatherhood in South Africa 21 February 2019

This Roundtable focused 
on the need for policy and 
legislation that would create 
an environment where fathers 
could care for, engage with 
and support their children. 
The Roundtable was addressed 
by Mr Wessel van den Berg 
and Mr Thulani Velebayi, both 
of Sonke Gender Justice, an 
NGO which conducts research 
and develops programmes to 

Birth Certificates and Access to Education: Challenges for Children Born to Undocumented Parents 
27 February 2019

Despite the constitutional guarantee that all children residing in 
South Africa have a right to education, many undocumented children 
are being refused permission to attend schools because they do 
not have a birth certificate. This Roundtable, which was co-hosted 
between the CPLO and the Scalabrini Institute for Human Mobility 
in Africa, was addressed by Ms Sindi Moyo, an advocacy officer at 
the Scalabrini Centre, and Ms Giulia Treves, manager at Lawrence 
House. The discussion not only explored the difficulty faced by the 
children of migrants and refugees to access education due to a lack 
of documentation, but also the avenues for advocacy to address the 
situation. One of the most salient points that Ms Moyo made was that 
while the Constitution grants a right of all children to receive a basic 
education, immigration legislation makes it illegal for undocumented, 
children to exercise that right. Participants asked why the state would 
punish the child if the parents are undocumented and noted that the 
state should process birth registrations so that these children could 
access services. Ms Treves provided some practical examples of how 
Lawrence House, which specialises in the care and protection of 
unaccompanied foreign minors and refugee children, ensured that 
the children in their care received their education.

L-R: Fr Peter-John Pearson (Director, CPLO); Ms Sindi Moyo; Ms Giulia Treves; 
and Fr Filippo Ferraro (Executive Director, SIHMA)

Roundtable Discussions

of organizations attending discussed the importance of establishing 
support and training programmes for fathers who face significant 
challenges in the performance of their parental roles.

Mr Wessel van den Berg

strengthen government, civil society and citizen capacity to promote 
gender equality. An important component of this work is a focus 
on fatherhood and positive parenting.  Mr Patric Solomons of Molo 
Songololo, a children’s rights organization with a strong emphasis on 
child participation, spoke about the challenges facing fathers from 
the perspective of children. Finally, Ms Cheryllyn Dudley, an ACDP 
MP, spoke about her Private Member’s Bill which has resulted in 
legislation granting fathers paid paternity leave. The broad range 
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L-R: Fr Filippo Ferraro (Executive Director, SIHMA); Mr Hanns Bühler (Regional 
Representative for Southern Africa, HSF); Fr Peter-John Pearson (Director, 
CPLO); Mr Sergio Carciotto ( Associate Director); Mr Corey Johnson; and Dr 
Vanya Gastrow
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asylum seekers from self-employment. The wording could also, in 
the context of the Department of Home Affair’s White Paper on 
International Migration, mean that asylum seekers may be excluded 
from all forms of work. This prohibition on self-employment will 
have a negative impact on the livelihoods of asylum seekers and 
may force them to circumvent the law to avoid facing destitution. 
This engendering of illegality will put further strain on the state to 
police the employment of asylum seekers. Dr Gastrow explained 
that the local economy may also be impacted on by a prohibition 
on asylum seekers to own businesses. Not only will there be a 
reduction in business competition, but there will also be increased 
competition between locals and asylum seekers for low-skilled jobs. 
Refugee-owned businesses may also be pressurised to employ 
asylum seekers from their communities instead of South Africans. By 
unpacking the implications of curtailing asylum seekers’ right to seek 
employment, Dr Gastrow illustrated that the amendments to the 
Refugee Act would have few benefits for South Africa, and marked a 
clear political shift from an emphasis on human rights and inclusivity 
to exclusive national interest.

The event was addressed by the three co-authors/researchers of 
the report: Mr Sergio Carciotto, Associate Director at SIHMA; Dr 
Vanya Gastrow, Post-Doctoral Fellow at UCT; and Mr Corey Johnson, 
Advocacy Officer at the Scalabrini Centre in Cape Town. 

Mr Carciotto opened proceedings by giving an overview of the 
Report, and some of the research methodology employed to 
compile it. He stressed that every effort was made by the research 
team to contact the Department of Home Affairs and the Portfolio 
Committee on Home Affairs to form part of the research, but to no 
avail. Mr Carciotto continued to highlight some of the main findings 
of the Report (which the next two speakers elaborated on) and 
emphasised that the Report’s conclusion and recommendations are 
based on projections/assumptions of what would happen when the 
amendments to the Refugee Act are implemented. 

As an introduction, Mr Johnson gave some background on the work 
of the Scalabrini Centre and how that experience has exposed him 
to the daily struggles of the migrant and refugee communities. He 
continued by talking about the development of the Refugee Act 
and the active role civil society played in ensuring the development 
and adoption of a very progressive piece of legislation that is 
hailed throughout the world. However, while the legislation may 
be progressive, the implementation has been characterised by an 
extremely restrictive approach to the rights of refugees and asylum 
seekers. Mr Johnson further stressed that while the Refugee Act 
entitled refugees to seek employment, it had been silent on a 
similar right for asylum seekers. However, this had changed with 
the publication of the Regulations on the Refugee Act, which were 
drafted with little public consultation after the adoption of the 
Act. The Regulations now prohibit asylum seekers from seeking 
employment or studying. 

Dr Vanya Gastrow’s input centred on the implications of the Refugee 
Act’s curtailment of asylum seekers’ right to seek employment. 
Dr Gastrow argued that the current wording of the Act prevents 

Manufacturing Illegality? The Impact of Curtailing Asylum Seekers’ Right to Work in South Africa 5 March 2019

The role of GMOs in Food Security: An African Context 12 March 2019

Top: Dr Bongani Maseko; Dr Stephen Greenberg; Ms Lovedonia Mkansi 
(Project Co-ordinator, CPLO)
Bottom: Ms Felicity Harrison (Moderator), Dr Tlou Masehela

The problems and constraints of finding sustainable solutions to 
end poverty and hunger in Africa prevail; with over 240 million 
people classified as being food insecure. Africa is a continent that is 
inherently dependent on agriculture to grow its economy and feed 
its inhabitants. With increasing challenges of population growth, 
deterioration of natural resources, climate change and political 
instability the sector has over the years struggled with issues of 
productivity and sustainability in most African countries. Genetically 
modified organisms (GMOs) were introduced into Africa as a measure 
to improve the agricultural sector, and help farmers to efficiently 
respond to the threats posed. GM crops are commercially cultivated 
in only four countries on the African continent, South Africa being 
one of them. The technology has been widely contested for the 
environmental, social and health concerns it poses. It is currently 
adopted and used on the basis of farmers’ choice and consent, 
with most commercial farmers opting to use the technology for the 
economic security it provides. 

This Roundtable was addressed by: Dr Stephen Greenberg from the 
African Centre for Biodiversity, who explained the socio-economic 
effects that the adoption of GMOs has on small scale farming, 
as they advance large-scale commercial corporations; Dr Tlou 
Masehela from the South African Biodiversity Institute (SANBI), 
who shared experiences that SANBI encounters through the 

monitoring of biotechnology usage by farmers in South Africa; and 
Dr Bongani Maseko from AfricaBio who spoke about the unexploited 
opportunities biotechnology presents for Africa to address some of 
its food security challenges.
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Elections 2019: Who Is Saying What about Corruption? 19 March 2019

On 19th March CPLO and the Institute for Security Studies co-hosted 
a panel discussion on the topic of ‘Elections 2019: who is saying 
what about corruption?’ The speakers were Prof Amanda Gouws, 
of the Stellenbosch University Politics Department; and Prof Lukas 
Muntingh of the Dullah Omar Institute, University of the Western 
Cape.  The Discussion was chaired by the ISS’s Judith February, and 
about 50 people attended.

Prof Gouws noted that accountability and answerability were 
at the core of how we deal with corruption. There were various 
people on the ANC’s electoral lists who had been accused of serious 
transgressions – if they should be convicted after having been 
elected to Parliament, it would be a serious setback for the party. 
Having such people on the lists also raised the question of whether 
we need to look again at the electoral system so as to find a way of 
excluding people with findings or serious allegations against them.  

Prof Muntingh drew attention to the fact that the key institution 
in combating corruption was the National Prosecuting Authority; 
yet, the ANC’s election manifesto mentioned the NPA only once. 
Likewise, State-Owned Enterprises, the site of so much corruption, 
were only mentioned five times, and then solely in the context of 
job-creation. Thus, corruption did not appear to be a priority issue 
for the governing party. 

Both the DA and the EFF paid far more attention to SOEs, with the 
former calling for reform in the way that directors were appointed, 
and for better procurement systems in order to stem corruption. The 
EFF proposed that corrupt officials, apart from being sent to prison, 
should also forfeit their pensions.

“Being on the Right Side of History”: Three European Responses to the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly 
and Regular Mitigation – Acceptance, Stipulation, Rejections 26 March 2019

CPLO hosted a seminar on various European responses to the UN 
Global Compact on Migration. It was led by Dr Jan Jans.  He pointed 
out how local politics, especially the rise of populist parties, shaped 
the various responses. He also pointed to the increasingly ‘brutal’ 
language with regard to migrants, and to attitudes of hostility. This 
was the politics of the present moment. Participants pointed to the 
similarities around the world in, SA, Australia and USA, where similar 
narratives pertain, especially narratives around security. Migration 
is seen primarily as a security issue and thus embedded in the 
language of threat. The response of European countries could be 
seen as a microcosm of broader international shifts in attitudes and 
policies towards migrants. Worrying signs also included the growing 
clamour for restrictive changes to foundational documents such as 
the Geneva Convention. L-R:  Top: Dr Jan Jans, Fr Peter-John Pearson (Director CPLO); Fr Filippo 

Ferraro (Executive Director SIHMA); Rev Gerardo Garcia
Bottom: Ms Zoe Rohde; Rev Ivaldo Bettin & Fr Rico Talisic 

Top: Mr Hanns Buhler; Fr Peter-John Pearson (Director, CPLO); Prof Lukas 
Muntingh. Bottom: Prof Amanda Gouws, Judith February (Moderator)

Denied Access 19 March 2019

L-R: Fr Filippo Ferraro (Executive Director, SIHMA), Ms Sindi Moyo, Fr Peter-
John Pearson (Director, CPLO), Fr Rampe Hlobo, Sr Katleho Khang & Mr 
Ricardo da Silva

The CPLO office, together with the Jesuit Social Apostolate screened 
the documentary ‘Denied Access’ at the Scalabrini Centre in Cape 
Town. The documentary focuses on the problems of documented 
and undocumented persons who manage to cross the border from 
Zimbabwe into SA. For both groups huge questions of support, care 
and integration loom large. 

For the undocumented, the problems are even bigger as the lack 
of documentation closes doors to possible means of support. The 
documentary explores these contentious areas but also looks at the 
church agencies and other NGOs which provide assistance around 
Messina. Very importantly, the documentary raises the fundamental 
question for people of faith as to the appropriate, value-based 
response to people in need, irrespective of their status. 
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Briefing Papers:

• BP 471 Trafficking in Persons
• BP 472 The Global Impact on Migration
• BP 473 A Basic Income Grant
 
Digests:

Refugee Digest
• Migrants, Refugees, Asylum Seekers and Displaced Persons.

Family Digest
• Adoption and the Role of the Social Worker
• The Catholic Church and Human Rights
• The Catholic Church and Elections in Africa

Environment Digest
• “National disaster”: the recent drought period

Environment Digest
• Shedding Light on Eskom’s Unbundling

Responses:
• The 2019 State of the Nation Address
• 2019 Budget

Submissions:
• Prevention and Combating Hate Crimes and Hate Speech Bill
• Expropriation Bill

Distributed Publications

PARTICIPATING IN PUBLIC POLICY
PO Box 2910, Cape Town, 8000 | Tel: +27 21 461 1417 | email: info@cplo.org.za

www.cplo.org.za | Follow us @cplo_SA

The Sin of Abuse in Our Church: Attempting to Understand it 26 March 2019

The CPLO hosted a public meeting on the Abuse Crisis in the 
Church. Dr Jan Jans looked at the crisis through the eyes of a moral 
theologian and outlined the recent history of abuse and the cover-
ups of abuse. He showed the increasingly focused attention of Pope 
Francis to the issue using an analysis of his comments, and showed 
a shift in language especially through the lens of abuse as being 
primarily an abuse of power. This is seen as clericalism. He also 
pointed to the need for a recovery of the importance of baptism as 
the key sacrament, and less of an emphasis on the unfettered power 
of ordination, as part of the corrective. Ordination should be seen 
not as power but as service. He also underlined the abuse of funds 
when spent on covering up, when the money was actually given for 
service.


