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L-R: Archbishop Stephen Brislin, Mr Hanns Bühler (Regional Representative 
for Southern Africa, HSF), Fr Peter-John Pearson (Director, CPLO), Mr Andries 
Nel (Deputy Minister of Co-operative Governance and Traditional Affairs), Dr 
Shingai Mutizwa-Mangiza, Ms Marlene Barnard (Project Officer Cape Town, 
HSF)  & Dr Jakkie Cilliers

The 2019 General Election: The most crucial contest yet? 12 April 2019 

This roundtable discussion was held at the Sun Square Hotel, 
Gardens, Cape Town, on Friday 12 April. There were three speakers: 
Dr Shingai Mutizwa-Mangiza (Post-Doctoral Fellow, Political Science 
Department, University of the Western Cape); Dr Jakkie Cilliers (Head 
of African Futures and Innovation, Institute for Security Studies); and 
Mr Andries Nel (Deputy Minister of Co-operative Governance and 
Traditional Affairs).  52 people attended. 

Dr Mutizwa-Mangiza offered two possible characterisations of the 
election: it could be seen as a ‘watershed’ or as ‘water under the 
bridge’. A watershed in the sense that it could mark a distinct break 
with the past, and the beginning of a new phase in our politics, with 
the ANC no longer enjoying outright majority. This possibility was 
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indicated by an Afrobarometer poll which predicted that the ANC’s 
share of the vote could fall as low as 48%. On the other hand, if other, 
more recent polls were correct, it could be ‘water under the bridge’, 
simply more of the same, with the ANC enjoying a clear majority, 
even if it was slightly less than its 2014 result. 

Dr Cilliers noted that there were two battles raging. On the one 
hand, the rivalry between the different parties highlighted during 
the election campaign. On the other, the fight between the two main 
factions in the ANC, which he characterised as the ‘traditionalists’ 
and the ‘reformers’. Another key question was whether the 
popularity of Cyril Ramaphosa would pull the ANC up from its 
relatively low share of the vote in the 2016 municipal elections, or 
whether the unpopularity of the ANC would pull Ramaphosa down. 
Dr Cilliers predicted that the ANC would do slightly worse than it did 
in the 2014 general election, but better than the 52% it got in 2016 
– around 58%. The DA would probably stick at 23% while the EFF 
would grow from 6.3% to 10%. 

Mr Nel spoke about the logistical and administrative aspects of 
the election. A high-level Cabinet Committee meets regularly with 
the IEC to ensure that the latter receives adequate support from 
the police. Defence force, Department of Home Affairs, and other 
relevant government structures. There was also a ‘cabinet rapid 
response team’ that would try to deal with any last-minute protests. 
Especially those that might affect voting on the day of the election. 
There was some concern about the number of service –delivery 
protests at the moment , and also about the trend towards a kind of 
boycott, in terms of which some communities adopted the view that, 
if their grievances were not addressed, no-one would be allowed to 
vote. This approach was not only unconstitutional, it was also bad for 
democracy. Even though such ‘shutdowns’ only affected 1% or less 
of the voting stations, this was still too many. On a positive note, Mr 
Nel mentioned that unlike previous elections, there were no reports 
this time about ‘no-go areas’ where certain parties were prevented 
from campaigning. It appeared that all parties could campaign freely 
and get their message across to the voters.

Science, technology and innovation have significant roles to play 
in accelerating economic growth and improving everyday lives. 
Global technological advancements such as industrial revolutions 
present both opportunities and threats which need to be taken into 
consideration. To explore these issues, especially for developing 
countries CPLO hosted a roundtable discussion on appropriate 
technology and sustainable development. During her presentation, 

Appropriate Technology and Sustainable Development 29 May 2019

Ms Tanaka Shumba from Sustainable Energy Africa spoke about 
the different partnerships that they have established with some 
of South Africa’s municipalities, to explore technologies which are 
more affordable and easy to use in low income communities. These 
technologies include wonder-bag, which is used for cooking, and 
solar radiation for lighting.
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L-R: Mr David Hees, Ms Lovedonia Mkansi (Project Co-ordinator), Ms Tanaka 
Shumba & Mr Mmboneni Muofhe.

This roundtable discussion was held at the Sun Square Hotel, 
Gardens, Cape Town, on Thursday 18 July. There were three speakers: 
Dr Zwelethu Jolobe (Senior Lecturer, Political Science Department, 
University of Cape Town); Ms Ranjeni Munusamy (Associate 
Editor, Tiso Blackstar); and Ms Thandi Smith (Head of Policy, Media 
Monitoring Africa). 

Dr Jolobe commented on the existence of two main factions in the 
ANC – in his view, what happened within the governing party, given 
its dominant position in our politics nationally, was more important 
than anything that might happen within or between other parties. 
At the moment, the Ramaphosa faction was in the more powerful 
position, but it was not strong enough to be able to govern without 
compromising with the traditionalist faction. This meant that room 
for reform – for example, in the way state enterprises were run – 
was limited; and that the current levels of contradiction and policy 
incoherence would be likely to continue. 

Ms Munusamy identified two ‘flagship ideas’ in the Ramaphosa 
presidency. Firstly, an investment drive; secondly, an anti-corruption 
effort. Although some progress had been made in both areas, impact 
was limited. Finally, the fight-back by the Zuma faction was being led 
from the office of the ANC Secretary-General, with the result that 
the ANC was now effectively in opposition to itself in the matter of 
state capture!
 

Winners and Losers, Forces and Factions: Where does SA stand after the 2019 Election? 18 July 2019

L-R: Ms Joan Armstrong, Ms Lois Law (Project Co-ordinator), Adv Bronwyn 
Pithey, Ms Lisa Vetten & Adv Tarisai Mchuchu

On Thursday, 20th June the Catholic Parliamentary Liaison Office held 
a Roundtable on Gender Based Violence at the Sun Square Hotel in 
Gardens. The Roundtable was addressed by Ms Lisa Vetten, Mellon 
Doctoral Fellow, University of the Witwatersrand; Adv Bronwyn 
Pithey from the Women’s Legal Centre and Adv Tarisai Mchuchu 
from Mosaic. 

The focus of the Roundtable was the failure to successfully implement 
the provisions of the Domestic Violence Act. This leaves victims very 
vulnerable, with little recourse to protection. Furthermore, there are 
not enough shelters to accommodate those in need of sanctuary. 
The Roundtable was attended by a wide range of NGOs; CSOs and 
service providers’.

Gender-based Violence and the implementation of the Domestic Violence Act 20 June 2019

Ms Smith focused on the role and position of the media in coverage 
of electoral and political matters. She noted that political journalists 
were operating under the dual threats of cuts to newsroom staff, as 
both print and electronic media were on the decline; and physical 
threats of violence from some political parties and individual 
politicians. Nevertheless, there were still a number of good 
investigative journalists such as those working for the Daily Maverick, 
amaBhungane, etc. Regarding electoral coverage, MMA’s research 
showed that it was generally fair and comprehensive, and that the 
coverage received by the different parties was closely proportional 
to their support at the polls.        

Mr David Hees from the Sustainability Institute spoke about the 
Ishack Project, which was initiated to provide renewable energy 
services for the low income communities in informal settlements. 
The Ishack project has been widely implemented in the Western 
Cape Province as a pilot project. He mentioned that they are hoping 
to escalate the programme to a larger scale, with support from the 
national government in terms of subsidies and policy frameworks 
that enable public-private partnerships.

Mr Mmboneni Muofhe from the Department of Science and 
Technology emphasised that technological innovation should take 
into consideration the needs and conditions of communities it aims 
to develop; including their ethics, culture and history. 

L-R: Dr Zwelethu Jolobe, Adv Mike Pothier (Programme Manager, CPLO), Fr 
Peter-John Pearson (Director, CPLO), Ms Ranjeni Munusamy & Ms Thandi 
Smith
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Eskom is South Africa’s largest power utility; it plays a central role in 
the country’s economy, as it is responsible for 90% of the country’s 
electricity supply. It was designed as a vertically integrated business 
model and continues to function as such. It is currently grappling 
with a financial debt that has proven impossible to settle, and 
operational challenges which threaten the economy in various ways. 
In  an attempt to resolve these and other challenges faced by Eskom, 
the Government has come to a decision to restructure the utility. 
It was announced that Eskom will be separated into generation, 
transmission and distribution entities  to increase efficiency and deal 
with the financial debt. 

The CPLO hosted a roundtable discussion entitled, “Eskom 
Unbundling Explained”, with the aim of  providing a platform of 
engagement on the topic. The speakers were Ms Phakamile Hlubi,  
representing Numsa; Mr Hilton Trollip, representing civil society; 
and Ms Makgola Makololo, representing the Department of Public 
Enterprises. Ms Hlubi explained that Numsa is against the unbundling 
of Eskom as they believe it is a gateway to privatisation, and this 
would exacerbate the triple challenges of unemployment, inequality 
and poverty that we are already faced with as a country. She 
emphasised that Government has a responsibility to find solutions 
that will make Eskom efficient and retain its mandate of serving 
the public interest. Mr Trollip mentioned that it is important that a 
clear distinction is made between the two concepts - ownership and 
governance. He emphasised that good governance would enable an 

Eskom Unbundling Explained 29 August 2019

efficient, profitable business model for Eskom, either owned by the 
state or the private market. Ms Makololo explained the financial and 
operational challenges at Eskom, unpacking both the contributing 
and the underlying factors which led to the current crisis. Participants 
then contributed their inputs to enrich the conversation from 
different perspectives.    

L-R: Mr Hilton Trollip, Ms Makgola Makololo, Ms Lovedonia Mkansi 
(Project Co-ordinator, CPLO) & Fr Peter-John Pearson (Director, CPLO) 
*Missing from image Ms Phakamile Hlubi

On 5 September, CPLO hosted a roundtable on the Basic Income 
Grant, which explored whether a universal grant/basic income grant 
is still a viable means to bridging the poverty gap. The roundtable 
discussion, led by Isobel Frye of the Studies in Poverty and Inequality 
Institute, and Dominic Brown of Alternative Information and 
Development Centre, used the BIG Financing Reference Group’s 2004 
report, which concluded that a basic income grant was affordable, as 
a starting point. Both speakers argued that 14 years after the report, 
South Africa can still afford a universal grant. According to Mr Brown 
the potential benefits of a universal/basic income grant that is paid 
unconditionally (meaning no means testing) to individuals (and 
not households) can include improved child health and nutrition; 
improved capacity for children to cope in school; greater financial 
independence of women; reduced income inequality; reduced 
poverty; increased productivity and an increased demand for 
consumer goods which can create conditions for job creation and 
economic growth.  Mr Brown further argued that a universal/basic 
income grant of R200 for unemployed 18 to 59 year olds would 
reduce South Africa’s unemployment head-count from 33.5% to 
29.6%.

BIG - Still a means to bridging the inequality gap? 05 September 2019

L-R: Dominic Brown & Kenny Pasensie (Project Co-ordinator, CPLO)

Electoral Reform: Do we need to change the way we vote? 20 September 2019

This roundtable took place at the Sun Square Hotel, Gardens, Cape 
Town, on 20 September. The speakers were Dr Mamphela Ramphele, 
Prof Steven Friedman, and Ms Farai Savanhu of My Vote Counts. 

Dr Ramphele argued that, although proportional representation 
systems were good at boosting trust in legislative institutions, 
there were signs in South Africa of growing cynicism about politics. 
This, combined with our strong authoritarian and patriarchal 

social systems, tended to undermine accountability. Regardless of 
whether or not we should change the electoral system, it was vital 
to have more education and orientation about the values of the 
Constitution, and greater structural transformation of our unequal 
society. Without these steps, it would be effectively impossible to 
rebuild trust in the political system.
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Prof Friedman thought that it was not necessary to change the 
electoral system. At present there were very low barriers of entry 
– one quarter of one percent of the vote gives a party a seat in 
Parliament, and it was important in our kind of society that we 
have the widest possible spectrum of parties represented in the 
legislature. It was worth noting that we already have a mixed system 
in operation at municipal level – part PR and part constituency – and 
this has not noticeably improved either accountability or confidence 
in the system. 

At the end of the discussion Ms Savanhu summarised the main points 
of discussions raised from the floor. 

L-R: Fr Peter-John Pearson (Director, CPLO) Dr Mamphela Ramphele, Ms Farai 
Savanhu & Mr Hanns Bühler (Regional Representative for Southern Africa, 
HSF). Missing from image *Prof Stephen FriedmanOther

The overall well-being of the human species is entirely dependent 
on a healthy, living Earth. Research-based reports such as the 
United Nations 2019 Biodiversity report, and recent reports by 
the International Panel on Climate Change, summarise the human   
contribution to Earths destruction over the years. Interventions 
and engagements to address these challenges often lack integrative 
cross-sectoral approaches. The faith community is one of the sectors 
that is often underestimated in the role it could play in response to 
environmental sustainability, and it is therefore not considered as a 
serious voice during the policy-making processes. 

During discussions at a seminar co-hosted by the CPLO and the 
Southern African Faith Communities Environment Institute (SAFCEI) 
participants from various faith denominations exchanged views 
and knowledge on how a spiritually motivated consciousness could 
enhance better human-environmental relations. Mr Francisco 
Mackenzie from the Western Cape Khoisan Legislative Council spoke 
about the importance of addressing environmental injustices, which 
resulted mostly from the land dispossession legacies as created by 
colonialism in Africa. He emphasised that equal access to natural 
resources could greatly improve the relationship that people have 
with the world they live in. Adding  to the conversation, Sister Nita 
Makanjee from the Brahma Kumaris Institution  spoke about a 

Faith Communities: Reflecting on our relationship with living earth 21 May 2019

L-R: Ms Lovedonia Mkansi, Fr Peter-John Pearson (Director, CPLO), Ms Vainola 
Makan (SAFCEI), Ms Nita Makanjee (Bruhma Kumaris- Western Cape), Chief 
Francisco Mackie 

paradigm shift in individual  behaviour towards the outside world. 
She explained how spiritual values have a great influence on how 
human beings conduct themselves, which then becomes evident in 
their interactions with the world around them. 

On Thursday, 4 July CPLO hosted a seminar on the Youth Employment 
Service (YES). Ms Bongiwe Beja, Youth Stream Lead YES, unpacked 
the initiative, which was launched to create one million jobs and 
job opportunities in three years (since 2018). The YES initiative is a 
joint collaboration between government, business and labour. The 
initiative provides a 12 month work experience for unemployed 
youth between the ages of 18 and 35 at more than 340 companies 
that have thus far registered. The work experience is also supported 
by 19 modules of work readiness content that will provide the 
participant with a credible CV, a reference letter and a Certificate pf 
Completion which they can add to their LinkedIn profile. According to 
Ms Beja, participants in the YES programme are likely to improve their 
chances threefold of being called back for another interview.  The YES 
initiative also invests in communities through its communities’ hubs 
which are set up to stimulate the local economy through technology, 
best practices and capacity development for youth and community 
businesses.

The Youth Employment Service – Making a dent in Youth Unemplyment 04 July 2019

L-R: Kenny Pasensie (Project Co-ordinator, CPLO), Bongiwe Beja & Fr Peter-
John Pearson (Director, CPLO)
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Prof Barbara Franz of Rider University, USA, addressed a seminar 
hosted by CPLO on the issue of migrants, refugees and integration. 
Two key fields of analysis were the paradigm shift from a language 
of assimilation to one of integration; and the various practical and 
policy implications of this shift. She also noted the rise of xenophobia 
in many places across the world. She drew attention to the politics 
of fear and the deliberate narrative that is being constructed in this 
regard. Again she pointed to the political and practical consequences 
of this scourge. 

Displaced Person and the Dynamics of Integration  
10 July 2019

L-R: Fr Peter-John Pearson (Director, CPLO) & Prof Barbara Franz 

From 14th to 20th July, twelve delegates from eight African countries 
gathered in Cape Town for the annual African Exposure and Training 
course offered by CPLO. The course demonstrates CPLO’s work to 
representatives from other Bishops’ Conferences in Africa, in the 
hope that they will start something similar in their own countries. The 
course also has a training component which is aimed at deepening the 
advocacy skills of people already working in this field. This year there 
were delegates from Ethiopia and Zimbabwe, and from existing CPLO 
offices in Lesotho, Namibia, Zambia & Kenya. Our two office interns 
from the University of the Western Cape and from the University of 
Pennsylvania in the United States, also attended.
 
The main picture shows the delegates with some of CPLO’s staff and 
interns at the V & A Waterfront during one of their excursions.

African Exposure Training 2019 14th to 20th July 2019

This workshop came about as a result of a request by a Senior 
Researcher for the Pan Africanist Congress (PAC), who was looking for 
assistance in understanding parliamentary procedures, methods of 
researching legislation and policy, preparing for public hearings, and 
generally grasping the role of a party’s parliamentary research staff.
 
We designed an introductory workshop covering the basic aspects 
of parliamentary research, and it was presented on September 7th 
at our offices. In addition to the PAC, the Freedom Front Plus and Al-
Jamaah also sent representatives. The United Democratic Movement 
and the National Freedom Party confirmed that they would attend, 
but failed to do so on the day. All the other parties represented in 
Parliament were invited as well, but we received no response from 
them.
 
Three of the five sessions were presented by CPLO; in addition 
we invited two outside experts to give inputs. The Parliamentary 
Monitoring Group (PMG) demonstrated their website and the wide 
range of research resources that it contains; and the senior political 
journalist Ranjeni Munusamy presented a session on how researchers 
can assist their MPs in dealing with the media.

Parliamentary Training 07 September 2019
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Briefing Papers:

• 474: The Challenges to Fatherhood in Contemporary South Africa
• 475: 2019 World Water Day
• 476: The 2019 General Election
• 477: The 2019 Election: Social and Economic Promises
• 478: The Role of GMOs in Food Security in Africa
• 479: Race and Identity Politics
• 480: Appropriate Technology and Sustainable Development
• 481: Refugees, Migrants and Displaced Persons
• 482: Gender Based Violence and the Failure to implement the Domestic Violence Act
• 483: World Day Against Trafficking in Persons
 
Digests:

Refugee Digest
• Refugees, Migrants, Asylum Seekers and Displaced Persons June 2019
• Refugees, Migrants, Asylum Seekers and Displaced Persons July 2019
• Refugees, Migrants, Asylum Seekers and Displaced Persons August 2019

Family Digest
• Women and Mental health
• The Impact of Psycho-social Development of Children Exposed to Pornography
• The Abuse of Children for the Purposes of Pornography
• Winter: wind, water , fire and earth

Environment Digest
• From Droughts to Floods: Is there a going back to normal?
• World Food Day 2019

Economic Digest
• Unemployment: Interventions to Stem the Tide
• What’s the Obsession with the South African Reserve Bank?
• South Africa’s State-owned Enterprises

Responses
• The 2019 General Election
• The New Cabinet
• The Second State of the Nation Address
• The Unconstitutionality of Corporal Punishment
• South Africa and Xenophobia

Submissions:
• The White Paper on Social Development
• SALRC Project 107- Sexual Offences: Pornography and Children
• The National Treasury’s Economic Strategy for South Africa

Distributed Publications
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