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Covid19: Making the Economy More Human 

“South Africa (like the rest of the world) needs a structural adjustment that places the realisation of 

the Constitutional vision of social justice based on equality and human rights at the heart of the 

economic machine. It needs a structural adjustment that complies with international law, the UN 

International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights in particular, not international 

finance. One that has the health of nations as its primary objective and which finds profit in ensuring 

human security and dignity.”  - Mark Heywood 

 

The world before this coronavirus and after cannot be the same 

If we can work together within our countries to prioritise the needs of all our citizens, and 

internationally to overcome the divides that have allowed the threats of pandemics to fester, out of 

the terrible fire of this pandemic a new world order could be forged. https://tinyurl.com/wyejy4n  

How government can do more to limit the economic harm of Covid-19  

76 leading South African economists wrote to government to suggest measures that are urgently 

required to support and stabilise the economy and assist those hardest hit by the crisis.  

https://tinyurl.com/yxyx4kt7 . The Institute for Economic Justice expands on these measures here  

South Africa should top up child support grants to avoid a humanitarian crisis 

The COVID-19 lockdown is likely to have a devastating impact on the incomes of workers and their 

dependants. There is broad agreement that the lockdown is a necessary public health response. But 

the economic damage that it will do to the poor needs to be addressed urgently. 

https://tinyurl.com/ru6qvu8  

A Programme of Action in the time of Covid-19 – a call for social solidarity 

How each of us responds to the Covid-19 pandemic will determine who we are as a society. The 

better we respond now, the better we will be after the pandemic. We must follow international best 

practice and the science that we have available to us to build an assertive response that works for the 

context of our own history and society. Our response must be just, equitable, and redistributive if we 

are to meet the needs of all our people. In times of physical distancing, social solidarity is key. 

https://tinyurl.com/vmbos73  
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