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Protecting workers and their jobs 

From next week most business will be opening their doors and thus taking on the responsibility to provide the 

necessary precautions to protect their workforces. But questions remain about whether these precautions will 

be sufficient and properly enforced. The following articles explore this question and other issues around 

unemployment.  

 

Why easing the lockdown threatens to put workers in South Africa at risk 

For those unable to work from home, being able to return to work is likely to come as a welcome relief. People 

unable to work because of lockdown restrictions are overwhelmingly concentrated in low-paid jobs. This 

includes jobs like domestic work and non-essential manufacturing. But steps need to be taken before these 

workers can return. https://tinyurl.com/y8c5w5zg  

COVID-19 workplace compliance is low 

The labour department says only 60% of companies are complying with regulations to stem the pandemic’s 

spread. This is the finding of 2 789 inspections carried out between 30 April and 8 May. Worryingly, SOEs 

and other government entities scored only 50%. https://tinyurl.com/ydcbec4u  

Who is most likely to lose their due to the lockdown? 

Job losses resulting from lockdown will be much more likely among workers who cannot work from home 

and are not in essential services. https://tinyurl.com/y7sgf3j8  

 

Top COVID-19 policy priorities for protecting employment  

 

South Africa entered the Covid-19 pandemic with 29% unemployment, over 40% living in poverty, and the 

highest rate of inequality in the world, all now set to rise. It is within our power to limit the damage. A balance 

can be found between containing the virus and other health, social and economic imperatives in a way that is 

mutually reinforcing.  https://tinyurl.com/ybmq2e2j  

 

COVID-19 shows why work must be democratise 

Working humans are so much more than “resources”. This is one of the central lessons of the current crisis. 

Caring for the sick; delivering food, medication and other essentials; clearing away our waste; stocking the 

shelves and running the registers in our grocery stores – the people who have kept life going through the Covid-

19 pandemic are living proof that work cannot be reduced to a mere commodity. https://tinyurl.com/yc6shwo9  
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