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A tale as old as time: the electricity blackouts story  
Load shedding has now become a very important aspect of our electricity supply. It is an integral part of our 

daily planning and even when it’s unexpected it is somehow expected. Lately the concept has been used 

interchangeably with the disconnection by Eskom of electricity supply to certain municipal areas, which is 

referred to as ‘load reduction’. Unlike load shedding, load reduction is specifically implemented for 

municipalities with the highest numbers of illegal connections and non-paying customers.  

https://cutt.ly/Zd5KBnv  

https://cutt.ly/gd5LwUt  

https://cutt.ly/xd5Lftz  

 

There seem to be a lack of urgency in addressing the problem of aged generation infrastructure, which we are 

continuously told by Eskom it is the main contributing factor in load shedding. This could mean that load 

shedding will continue to be a part of our lives for a very long time. 

https://cutt.ly/Od5Lmqs  

https://cutt.ly/Yd5LPwY  

 

While load shedding is due to old generation infrastructure, load reduction speaks largely to the financial 

challenges facing Eskom. Most of Eskom’s debt is owed by municipalities and when the utility switches off 

supply for these municipalities, paying customers are also affected. As a result, Eskom continues to lose both 

revenue and credibility from its paying customers.   

https://cutt.ly/Dd5LGd4  

https://cutt.ly/Vd5LLWj  

 

The cycle continues when Eskom struggles to make revenue and it is left with limited options, which includes 

applying to Nersa for frequent increases in customer tariffs. The challenge for many municipalities in high 

density areas is transferring these tariffs to their customers, taking into consideration the socio-economic 

conditions of the communities they serve. And taxpayers suffer the consequences twice, when the state has to 

bail Eskom out with fiscal resources when the utility fails to make enough revenue to sustain its business. 

https://cutt.ly/wd5LVVN  

https://cutt.ly/9d5LMGv  
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