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Refugees, Migrants, Asylum Seekers. 

As the pandemic enters new phases in different parts of the world, it is possible to begin to discern 

some of the patterns that have emerged during this time. We have been confronted by the systemic 

roots of the stark inequalities that ravage the lives of millions, the enduring legacy of undisguised 

racism, and the increasing vulnerability of many groups including women and children, people on the 

move, and the elderly. 

One pattern that has emerged very clearly is the fact that, as survival becomes more desperate for 

many people, they seek desperately to explore possibilities in other countries. Hence the desire to 

migrate has increased rather than decreased as a result of the pandemic, even while the pandemic is 

still in full swing. At the same time, almost every country has taken steps to curb mobility in order to 

contain the pandemic. One terrible result is that migrant smugglers are now demanding more in 

payment, using riskier routes and exposing people to more dangerous means of transport.  This article 

explores some of those dynamics. 

https://issafrica.org/iss-today/migrant-smugglers-are-profiting-from-travel-

restrictions?utm_source=BenchmarkEmail&utm_campaign=ISS_Today&utm_medium=email 

Another pattern that has emerged is the often severe limitation on effective communication between 

people on the move and others at a time when clear, prompt communication is vital in order to contain 

the pandemic. Not sharing or understanding each other’s languages, and not having the technical 

vocabulary to ensure clear communication, has posed a critical problem. 

https://www.devex.com/news/opinion-covid-19-calls-for-disrupting-the-way-we-communicate-in-a-

crisis-97641 

In several parts of the world the rights of asylum-seekers are under threat of being curtailed. While 

the attention of the world is on the pandemic, practices limiting such rights continue, often using the 

containment of the pandemic as an excuse. 

https://cbfblog.com/2020/07/10/speak-up-to-protect-refugees-right-to-seek-asylum/ 

For those interested in an overview of immigration policy over the past few years in the USA, this 

article provides important information and a good analysis of the vagaries of such policy, with a 

special emphasis on its conceptualisation and implementation during the Trump administration. It 

should be noted that the direction of US policy is often a precursor to the direction of policy in other 

parts of the world, and therefore should be well noted. 

https://issafrica.org/iss-today/migrant-smugglers-are-profiting-from-travel-restrictions?utm_source=BenchmarkEmail&utm_campaign=ISS_Today&utm_medium=email
https://issafrica.org/iss-today/migrant-smugglers-are-profiting-from-travel-restrictions?utm_source=BenchmarkEmail&utm_campaign=ISS_Today&utm_medium=email
https://www.devex.com/news/opinion-covid-19-calls-for-disrupting-the-way-we-communicate-in-a-crisis-97641
https://www.devex.com/news/opinion-covid-19-calls-for-disrupting-the-way-we-communicate-in-a-crisis-97641
https://cbfblog.com/2020/07/10/speak-up-to-protect-refugees-right-to-seek-asylum/
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https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/us-immigration-debate-

0?utm_source=academic&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=CFRAcademicBulletinMigration1

5July2020&utm_term=AcademicBulletin 

Staying with the USA, but again the dynamic is the same elsewhere, this article analyses the 

heightened risks during the time of pandemic for those migrants seeking work beyond their own 

countries. It focuses on the increased dangers and the heightened possibilities of being trafficked. 

Studies show that this pattern is rife in many parts of the world. This article also argues for reformed 

labour recruitment policies. 

https://www.cfr.org/blog/covid-19-migrant-labor-and-case-labor-recruitment-

reform?utm_source=academic&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=CFRAcademicBulletinMigra

tio15July2020&utm_term=AcademicBulletin 

The following article looks at ways in which the US government is using the pandemic and various 

procedural tactics like extended furloughs to deliberately slow down the immigration process. 

https://documentedny.com/2020/07/22/potential-uscis-furloughs-will-make-immigration-come-to-a-

grinding-halt/?utm_source=Documented&utm_campaign=d2a9b7b6d6-

EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_07_22_01_22&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_18d6532c2c-

d2a9b7b6d6-214025037  

Many experts predict that when the COVID-19 restrictions are lifted there could be a surge in 

migration to the USA from Central America and Mexico in particular, as the economic consequences 

of the pandemic render life hard in those countries. 

https://www.cfr.org/blog/mexican-migration-could-be-first-crisis-

2021?utm_source=twtw&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=TWTW%202020July24&utm_cont

ent=B&utm_term=TWTW%20and%20All%20Staff%20as%20of%207-9-20 

Also in the USA, the Catholic Bishops have sharply criticized the Presidential Memorandum which 

holds that undocumented people counted in the 2020 census should not be included in the reckoning 

for determining the number of seats allocated to each State in the House of Representatives. The 

Bishops contend that it is unconstitutional and that it renders such people invisible. This is a further 

indication of the trend towards excluding the undocumented from any access to rights and support. 

http://www.usccb.org/news/2020/20-124.cfm 

https://justiceforimmigrants.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Census-2020.pdf 

https://www.migrationpolicy.org/news/millions-us-citizens-could-be-excluded-under-plan-remove-

unauthorized-immigrants-census 

A Canadian court recently ruled against the controversial law that allows Canada to return to the USA 

immigrants who have crossed that country from a third country and who then seek asylum at the 

Canadian border. The Court ruled that, while it had no competence to speak on the merits of US 

immigration policies, there was sufficient evidence to suggest that, should immigrants be returned to 

the USA, they would be returned to an environment where their rights would not be respected and 

where detention was a likelihood. This would be a violation of the immigrants’ rights. 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/the_americas/canadian-court-says-border-agreement-with-

us-violates-asylum-seekers-rights/2020/07/22/a8b3e908-cc3a-11ea-91f1-

28aca4d833a0_story.html?utm_source=dailybrief&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=DailyBrie

f2020Jul23 
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https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/safe-third-country-agreement-court-

1.5658785?utm_source=dailybrief&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=DailyBrief2020Jul23&ut

m_term=DailyNewsBrief 

In Israel too, a policy of strict limitation for labour migrants and asylum-seekers exists, while an open 

arm policy for Jewish immigrants from the diaspora is found side by side with the restrictive 

legislation. A recent article analysis this discriminatory phenomenon. 

https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/israel-law-of-return-asylum-labor-migration 

Cardinal Nichols made a very strong plea to the UK government to include undocumented migrants 

and migrants with incorrect documentation amongst those eligible for support during the pandemic. 

In different parts of the world there have been concerted efforts by church groups to include the 

undocumented amongst those eligible for various benefits, especially during COVID-19. 

https://www.thetablet.co.uk/news/13150/cardinal-calls-for-end-to-refugees-benefits-

bar?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Tablet%20weekly&utm_content=Tablet%20weekly+CI

D_99d6336d5ffc24c894474bd218592a80&utm_source=virtueMail%20marketing%20software&ut

m_term=has%20called%20on 

In SA, the borders with Mozambique have been opened to allow migrant workers on the mines to 

return to work. This is the first such opening. A strong regime for health testing has been put in place. 

https://www.voanews.com/africa/mozambican-miners-return-south-africa-covid-19-blockade-lifts 

https://www.iom.int/news/thousands-mozambican-miners-receive-health-checks-return-south-

africa?utm_source=IOM+External+Mailing+List&utm_campaign=98cb848629-

EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_07_17_02_46&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_9968056566-

98cb848629- 

This article outlines some of the roots of xenophobia in South Africa. It urges politicians to speak out 

clearly and to commit to implementing existing legislation that protects immigrants and to refrain 

from ambiguous language that seems to offer leeway to xenophobes. 

https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/opinionista/2020-07-22-politicians-have-a-duty-to-make-it-clear-

that-immigrants-are-allowed-to-live-in-

sa/?tl_inbound=1&tl_groups[0]=80895&tl_period_type=3&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=

Afternoon%20Thing%20Wednesday%2022%20July%202020%20Bentley&utm_content=Afternoo

n%20Thing%20Wednesday%2022%20July%202020%20Bentley+CID_0a66f86709b873a8839221

fde7d214c2&utm_source=TouchBasePro&utm_term=Politicians%20have%20a%20duty%20to%20

make%20it%20clear%20that%20immigrants%20are%20allowed%20to%20live%20in%20SA#gsc.t

ab=0 

The Abbess of a Benedictine Monastery in Germany is facing charges of aiding and abetting illegal 

immigrants. The nuns have offered women asylum-seekers hospitality in the Monastery. 

https://thecatholicuniverse.com/german-abbess-faces-possible-landmark-trial-on-church-asylum/ 
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