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Refugees, Migrants and Asylum Seekers 

In South Africa the Department of Home Affairs has announced the opening of various international 

airports and 18 land ports of entry. They also announced an extension until 31 January 2021 of the 

validity of documents that expired during the time of the national State of Disaster. They said that 

those with expired documents who wish to be repatriated would be permitted to do so without being 

declared undesirable persons. All of this has serious implications for mobile communities. 

https://www.iol.co.za/news/politics/read-home-affairs-ministers-full-speech-on-re-opening-of-

borders-during-level-1-57530401-08ec-4400-96c5-0f035582ad8a 

 

Minister of International Relations and Co-operation, Naledi Pandor, has indicated that international 

travellers passing through ports of entry would be required to show proof of health insurance which 

would cover any COVID-19 testing and quarantine. Again, this would be an obstacle to people 

seeking or wishing to resume employment in low-skilled fields. It would affect many in the mobile 

communities. 

https://www.iol.co.za/news/politics/read-dirco-ministers-full-speech-on-re-opening-of-borders-

during-level-1-79fe00d7-7701-486a-91ee-963931fcc5b8 

 

On the question of borders and border control, many have argued that the proposed Border 

Management Authority Act, with its emphasis on the militarisation of border security, will fail to 

bring about its purpose of eliminating undocumented or irregular migration. They argue that such 

militaristic approaches in other parts of the world have failed to realise this goal. There are also fears 

that the Authority’s location in the Department of Home Affairs will place untold pressures on an 

already constrained department, and that the elements of corruption present in the department’s 

culture will spread over into the activities of the new Authority. 

https://theconversation.com/why-south-africas-new-plan-to-fortify-its-borders-wont-stop-irregular-

migration-145072 

https://issafrica.org/iss-today/south-africas-border-management-authority-dream-could-be-a-

nightmare  
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Former President Kgalema Motlanthe criticised the treatment of refugees, migrants and asylum 

seekers in South Africa and the deporting of people back to difficult situations. He said that people 

who come to this country look to it for hope and opportunity, but do not find it. They are mostly 

excluded from participation in society. 

https://www.news24.com/news24/southafrica/news/former-president-kgalema-motlanthe-criticises-

sas-treatment-of-undocumented-immigrants-20200923   

 

In the light of the former President’s comments about the ‘rush to send people back’, it is worth 

recalling that towards the end of last year Home Affairs Minister Aaron Motsoaledi acknowledged 

that in the period 2018-2019 his department had spent R9m on transport, mainly flights, to return 

people to their countries. 

https://www.news24.com/news24/southafrica/news/sa-spends-almost-r9m-to-fly-undocumented-

migrants-home-parliament-hears-20191007  

 

An important study explores pertinent questions relating to a Post Covid-19 world and migration. It 

explores questions such as whether the pandemic will produce more or less risk averse people and 

therefore the numbers seeking to migrate; whether the demands for work will change; whether 

populism will ensure that anti-immigrant policies remain in place; and indeed whether such sentiment 

will grow in economically fragile times. 

https://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/migration-_and-mobility.pdf 

 

A new study showing the levels of corruption present in the asylum process in SA was published 

recently. The study showed that corruption was prevalent at all stages of the process, from entry into 

the country to queue-jumping at offices and in accessing documentation. It also makes very clear 

recommendations, such as the use of technology to bypass opportunities for corruption. 

https://www.timeslive.co.za/news/south-africa/2020-09-16-asylum-seekers-are-victims-of-

corruption-and-fraud-at-refugee-reception-offices-report/ 

https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/opinionista/2020-09-17-corruption-at-asylum-and-refugee-

centres-is-a-shocking-indictment-of-our-human-rights-record/  

 

In the USA, the Trump administration received support in a court case around its decision to rescind 

the Temporary Protected Status classification which allows 200 000 people to live legally in the USA. 

The US Catholic Bishops declared solidarity with the affected people and offered support for a 

legislative way forward to protect these people, who have lived and worked legally in the USA. The 

Administration seeks to repatriate those affected. The Bishops also pointed out that during a time of 

pandemic this is doubly unjust. 

https://www.usccb.org/news/2020/lives-will-be-upended-bishops-respond-court-decision-allowing-

end-temporary-protected 

 

https://www.news24.com/news24/southafrica/news/former-president-kgalema-motlanthe-criticises-sas-treatment-of-undocumented-immigrants-20200923
https://www.news24.com/news24/southafrica/news/former-president-kgalema-motlanthe-criticises-sas-treatment-of-undocumented-immigrants-20200923
https://www.news24.com/news24/southafrica/news/sa-spends-almost-r9m-to-fly-undocumented-migrants-home-parliament-hears-20191007
https://www.news24.com/news24/southafrica/news/sa-spends-almost-r9m-to-fly-undocumented-migrants-home-parliament-hears-20191007
https://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/migration-_and-mobility.pdf
https://www.timeslive.co.za/news/south-africa/2020-09-16-asylum-seekers-are-victims-of-corruption-and-fraud-at-refugee-reception-offices-report/
https://www.timeslive.co.za/news/south-africa/2020-09-16-asylum-seekers-are-victims-of-corruption-and-fraud-at-refugee-reception-offices-report/
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/opinionista/2020-09-17-corruption-at-asylum-and-refugee-centres-is-a-shocking-indictment-of-our-human-rights-record/
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/opinionista/2020-09-17-corruption-at-asylum-and-refugee-centres-is-a-shocking-indictment-of-our-human-rights-record/
https://www.usccb.org/news/2020/lives-will-be-upended-bishops-respond-court-decision-allowing-end-temporary-protected
https://www.usccb.org/news/2020/lives-will-be-upended-bishops-respond-court-decision-allowing-end-temporary-protected


US Bishops have rejected President Trump’s proposals for limiting immigration, strengthening the 

security wall, and cutting back on family-based immigration. They say that proposal goes against 

their beliefs, especially against protecting family life. 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/us-bishops-oppose-trump-immigration-plan-say-

families-are-foundational-72490  

 

The tragedy of the fire that devastated the refugee camp on Lesbos continues to come under scrutiny 

and continues to pose serious questions about European refugee policies. The camp, built to 

accommodate 3 000 people, housed 13 000 at the time of the fire. 

https://international.la-croix.com/news/world/the-ashes-of-

moria/13034?utm_source=SS&utm_campaign=_SpiceSend&utm_medium=email 

https://jrseurope.org/en/news/no-more-morias-in-the-future-eu-asylum-policy/  

 

On 23rd September EU countries adopted a new ‘Pact on Asylum’. The initial responses from various 

faith communities have been critical of several aspects of the Pact. Issues around the return policy, 

the vexed question of relocation, and broader legal pathways for migration remain contested areas. 

The commitment to more humane treatment for unaccompanied minors is a positive aspect of the 

Pact. 

https://jrseurope.org/en/news/new-pact-on-asylum-and-migration-more-worrying-questions-than-

answers/ 

http://www.comece.eu/eu-pact-on-migration-comece-calls-for-concrete-solidarity-and-generosity 
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