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Refugees, Migrants and Displaced Persons 

 

In many parts of the world including South Africa, the policy approach to mobile communities 

continues to be one which ranges from growing ambivalence to increasing exclusion and, in some 

parts of the world, downright hostility. As has been noted often, the pandemic continues to render 

already vulnerable communities even more insecure. The links in this Digest highlight many of these 

ambivalences and exclusionary measures. 

The first article mounts a strong challenge to take socioeconomic transformation and systemic change 

seriously if there is to be any justice or benefit for black African women in South Africa. 

Approximately 130m women are living in a country which is not their birth country. The article also 

explores why women are migrating to South Africa from other parts of the continent.  

https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2021-08-05-sas-mistreatment-of-migrant-women-

highlights-the-triple-oppression-of-black-african-women-everywhere/ 

The DHA has invited Angolans in SA possessing various documents to apply for the Angolan 

Exemption Permit which, if granted, will entitle the holders and their spouses and children to 

permanent residence in South Africa. There are several positive provisions in this dispensation. 

https://www.scalabrini.org.za/news/angola-special-permit-update/ 

http://www.dha.gov.za/index.php/statements-speeches/1467-the-department-of-home-affairs-

invites-qualifying-holders-of-angolan-special-dispensation-permits-to-apply-for-the-angolan-

exemption-permit 

https://www.groundup.org.za/article/home-affairs-renew-angolan-special-permit-amid-looming-

deadline/ 

The South African government has indicated that it will not be able to receive any Afghan refugees, 

arguing that the country is already hosting many refugees. 

https://ewn.co.za/2021/09/02/dirco-sa-not-in-a-position-to-take-in-afghan-refugees-fleeing-taliban   

http://www.dirco.gov.za/docs/2021/afgh0901.htm 

This infographic explores the impact of COVID-19 on migrant communities in Southern Africa as at 

10th August 2021.  

https://data2.unhcr.org/en/documents/download/88382 
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This story reports on the refusal by government to assist immigrants whose homes were destroyed in 

an informal settlement near Durban. South Africans whose homes were destroyed by the same fire 

were supported by the government in various ways. It is an example of one of the exclusionary 

practices that are creeping into disaster management regimes. 

https://www.groundup.org.za/article/non-profit-organisation-comes-rescue-immigrant-fire-victims/ 

Minister Aaron Motsoaledi has indicated that the government has thus far finalised the situations of 

more than 800 of the refugees who have for many months been embroiled in a stand-off with the 

government and UNHCR demanding relocation to Canada. The group had camped outside the 

UNHCR offices in Cape Town and later took up residence in the nearby Methodist Church. 

https://www.iol.co.za/news/politics/more-than-800-refugees-assisted-says-minister-aaron-

motsoaledi-b5117e5f-d0eb-4e19-bc3b-a3dffc397989 

Human Rights Watch made a submission to the first Regional meeting for Africa to assess the 

progress made since 2018 on the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration. An 

assessment of South Africa’s situation formed part of its investigation. 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/07/06/human-rights-watch-submission-africa-regional-review-

implementation-global-compact. 

Of note has been the response of the Western Cape Government to the President’s affirmation that 

all people residing in SA are eligible for the vaccination, irrespective of status. President Cyril 

Ramaphosa reiterated this position on 12th September in his address to the nation. This is a critical 

public health issue. Other provinces appear not to have given the same committed response. 

https://www.sabcnews.com/sabcnews/vaccination-of-homeless-people-including-those-who-dont-

have-id-under-way-in-w-cape/ 

https://mg.co.za/news/2021-09-03-undocumented-people-neglected-in-plans-to-vaccinate/ 

https://www.enca.com/news/lack-id-should-not-be-barrier-vaccination-wc-health-dept 

 

The following links lead to reports of policies and practices around the world. 

In the USA there is still much debate around the shape of immigration policy, especially around the 

punitive aspects of those policies. This paper moots ideas that do away with derogatory and punitive 

aspects and offer more humane options. 

https://www.migrationpolicy.org/research/redesigning-us-immigration-detention-system 

Across the Atlantic Ocean in the UK, migrant flows from other European countries (which had 

replaced immigration from former colonies) have been interrupted by both Brexit and the pandemic. 

Observers say that economic realities will force a return to some manner of immigration after the 

pandemic. 

https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/united-kingdom-shift-immigration-interrupted-brexit-

pandemic 

Also in the UK, Home Secretary Priti Patel has indicated that stopping the flow of small boats carrying 

migrants from crossing the English Channel is her number one priority. Border control is being 

trained to send migrants back to France. 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/9/9/uk-threatens-to-send-migrant-boats-back-to-france 
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It is reported in Australia that detention centres for asylum seekers are prone to spreading COVID-

19. Around the world, prisons and detention centres are seen as high risk facilities for the spread of 

the virus. There have been several calls for asylum seekers who are low-risk inmates to be placed in 

community-based detention. 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/9/11/refugees-fear-covid-risk-in-australian-immigration-

detention 
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