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Refugee, Migrants and Displaced Persons  

Over the past few weeks, several events have taken place in South Africa (SA) which are all 

unfortunate for displaced communities here. In the November local elections, a number of new parties 

which have called for restrictions on migrants and produced narratives blaming various social 

pathologies on immigrant groups, playing into populist and xenophobic attitudes, gained considerable 

support at the polls. There has also been a spike in xenophobic public comments from various actors 

in civil society, groups seemingly different from the formal political parties. Amongst the targets of 

these insidious public utterances are foreign long-haul truck drivers. Thirdly, the SA government has 

announced that the Zimbabwean Exemption Permits (ZEP), which for more than a decade allowed 

around 200 000 Zimbabweans to live and work legally in SA, will not be renewed when they expire 

on 31st December.  This is a retrogressive step and will simply force tens of thousands of migrants 

underground and complicate border management policies. Each of these strands, woven together, 

paints a dire picture for vulnerable migrants and refugees and their protection in this country. While 

this was happening in SA, the death of 27 migrants crossing the English Channel, and the situation 

of refugees and migrants on the border of Belarus and Poland, has highlighted the levels of 

desperation of mobile people across the globe. This Digest provides some primary links to all of the 

above concerns. 

These links take you to the media briefing after the cabinet meeting. They touch on both the 

Zimbabwean Exemption Permits and issues of xenophobia. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uK8max9RJzM 

https://www.gov.za/speeches/statement-cabinet-meeting-wednesday-24-november-2021-25-nov-

2021-0000 

The decision to discontinue the Zimbabwean Exemption Permits allows for a 12-month grace period 

for holders of such permits to make applications to remain in SA on the basis of other permits, failing 

which they will have to leave the country or face deportation. There are in fact few other options and 

it is unlikely that the DHA will be able to facilitate such applications in 12 months, given the huge 

backlogs that the Department of Home Affairs (DHA) already faces. It is also worth noting that the 

Minister has on other occasions publicly stated that the ZEP would be renewed as long as the situation 

which prompted the issuing of such permits remains. There has been no discernible change for the 

better in Zimbabwe, thus there is no reason to discontinue the permits. The following links highlight 

various aspects of the SA government’s decision. 
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https://tinyurl.com/mthe933a  

https://www.news24.com/fin24/economy/africa/south-africa-tells-200-000-zimbabweans-to-go-

home-20211125 

https://www.herald.co.zw/no-joy-for-200-000-permit-holders-in-sa/ 

https://www.news24.com/news24/southafrica/news/zimbabwe-exemption-permits-will-not-be-

extended-says-cabinet-20211125 

https://www.herald.co.zw/breaking-south-africa-discontinues-zim-special-dispensation-permits/ 

https://tinyurl.com/yhzb924b  

https://www.gov.za/speeches/statement-cabinet-meeting-wednesday-24-november-2021-25-nov-

2021-0000 

https://www.herald.co.zw/zimbabweans-fret-over-sa-decision-on-permits/ 

In recent weeks there has been a spate of anti ‘foreign nationals’ activism, taking the forms of 

marches, voicing negative sentiments at rallies, and on talk shows. One voice supporting the struggles 

of migrants and refugees has been the EFF leader, Julius Malema. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mQnd2T-3af0 

https://www.gov.za/speeches/statement-cabinet-meeting-wednesday-24-november-2021-25-nov-

2021-0000 

https://mg.co.za/business/2021-11-28-brakes-put-on-foreign-truck-drivers/ 

https://www.timeslive.co.za/news/south-africa/2021-11-24-we-have-room-for-legal-foreigners-not-

illegals-soweto-activist/ 

https://www.citizen.co.za/news/south-africa/2928721/call-to-secure-borders-population-growth/ 

https://www.news24.com/news24/southafrica/news/the-enemy-is-not-foreigners-but-govts-failure-

to-realise-we-need-borders-actionsa-20211019 

The ongoing saga surrounding refugees who protested in Cape Town demanding repatriation to third 

countries, continues to be unresolved. 

https://www.news24.com/news24/southafrica/news/cape-town-refugees-in-tents-upset-by-eviction-

plans-2021112 

Much tragedy surrounds migrants seeking to find refuge, work and stability in Europe. It is estimated 

that 1 060 people drowned in the Mediterranean alone during 2021. The recent drownings in the 

English Channel and deaths on the border of Belarus have highlighted these tragedies and the extreme 

vulnerability of migrants the world over. In a moving speech in the House of Lords, Lord Kerr 

reminded the House that “if we are not opening up safer ways for people to take refuge, we are 

complicit in their deaths.” 
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https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/11/26/go-through-go-lukashenko-tells-asylum-seekers-near-

eu-border 

https://globalnews.ca/news/8408172/english-channel-migrant-deaths-emergency-meeting/ 

https://www.dw.com/en/opinion-english-channel-migrant-deaths-a-disgrace-to-europe/a-59938292 

https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/11/1106562 

https://inews.co.uk/news/channel-deaths-migrants-calais-dover-captain-priti-patel-1320521 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/live/2021/nov/24/more-than-20-people-believed-to-have-died-

after-refugee-boat-sinks-in-channel-latest-updates 

Pope Francis has spoken of the pain that he feels after these deaths, and again called for ways of 

migrating that respect people’s humanity. The Pope has frequently spoken of the need to offer 

protection and to establish safe routes for migrants in their search to find better living conditions, 

humane work, and places where they can live with dignity. 

https://cruxnow.com/church-in-uk-and-ireland/2021/11/pope-laments-english-channel-migrant-

deaths 

https://www.thetablet.co.uk/news/14750/pope-feels-pain-of-migrant-deaths-in-english-channel 
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